July 25, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


THE 


Board of Grade Journal. 


Vol. XXXIV.] July 25, 1901. [No. 248. 


In a notice on p. 252 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied as far as 
possible. 

The Office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch is 
at 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 


be found in a list facing p. 2 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 248-51. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


CANADA. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Rasntrien Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
eentae to Trad Curator of which Section further particulars 
* may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries.—An enquiry has been received for the names of 
Canadian shippers of hay. 

A London house desires names of Canadian producers of graphite 
who can offer supplies. 

A London timber merchant purposes visitiag Canada in 
September, with the object of arranging for regular supplies of 
fruit and egg case shooks, and would like to hear from Canadian 
producers of this class of material. 


A 
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A house doing business ‘in the United Kin dom and South 
Africa would like to secure a few exclusive Ca n agencies for 
the latter country’ in Canadian produce, such as flour, cheese, 
leather, lobsters, furniture, woodenware, doors, &c. ‘ 


Colonial Enquiry.—An Australian manufacturer's agent is 
desirous of acting as resident representative for Canadian manu- 
. facturers and shippers wishing to develop trade in Australia. 


Tenders’ ‘will | received at the Supp de. and Tender Board 
‘Office; Adelaide, up 8 o'clock p.m. of 
— for Steel Tuesday, 13th. August, for the ra and 
s and Fish- ; 
plates for, South 
Spe? bes on oe 2, 000: ‘tons steel rails, 50 Ibs. to the lineal yard. 
The rails to be delivered upon ‘alia on the railway wharf, at. 
Port: Pirie, atid ‘the fish-plates upon trucks on:the ocean steamers 
wharf, Port Adelaide, the contractor paying wharfage at both 
laces. 
: Specification ‘and drawing can be seen and forms of tender 
_ obtained at the above office, where copies of the specification and 
_ drawing can be purchased for 10s,-each. Specification, &c., may 
“also be seen at the office ofthe Agent-General, London. No tender 
“will be unless on the proper printed form. 
Tenders should be indorsed * ‘Tender for rails and fish-plates.” 
The successful tenderer will be required, within seven days of 
date of notice of acceptance, to make a deposit equal to 5 per cent. 
of the total value of the accepted tender as security for the due 
fulfilment of contract. 
Neither the lowest nor any tender ‘necessarily accepted. 


ZANZIBAR—PEMBA.. 


See pages. 205—209 for extract’ from ‘a ‘recent Report of the 
‘British Vice-Consul.at Pemba on openings for British goods. 


*The Egyptian’ “Journal Officiel” of ‘inst. announces that 
. tenders will be received up to the 26th August 
" Teniders for Coal” for the supply of 160,000 metric tons of Welsh 
accordance’ with the conditions of con 
i ‘hich | may be: obtained ‘at the Gabbary. Stores (Alexandria) 
on payment of 100 milliémes (2s. 04d.). 
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Tenders must be accompanied by a stamped paper of 30 milliémes, 
and addressed to the President of the Board of State Railways, 
enclosed in double envelopes, the inner one bearing the words 
“Tender for Welsh coal.” 

The Board does not bind itself to accept the lowest or any 
tender, and reserves the right to divide the contract. 


The following notice of tenders asked for by the Egyptian Coastguard 
Senter tee Administration was published in the Egyptian 
Journal Officiel ” of the 1st inst. :— 

Renae, Ganon Tenders will be received at the Head Office 

* of the Coastguard Administration in Cairo, 
until noon on the 15th August, 1901, for constructing a steam 
cruiser in accordance with the plans and specifications, which may 
be seen at the above office or at the residence of Mr. A. M. Gordon, 
Naval Architect and Engineer, Baltic Chambers, Wellington Street, 
Glasgow, and copies of which may be obtained on payment of the 
sum of 1. sterling per each copy. 

Tenders must i submitted accompanied by a P.'T. 3 Govern- 
ment stamped paper, addressed to the Director-General, Coast- 
guard Administration, Cairo, in sealed envelopes marked on the 
outside ‘‘ Tender for construction of steam cruiser.” 

The Administration does not bind itself to accept the lowest or 
any tender. 

Persons desirous of tendering must return with their offer the 
plans and specifications with the blank spaces duly filled in and 
signed by them. 

Tenders must be accompanied by a deposit of 5 per cent. of the 
offer, which in case of non-acceptance of the tender will be returned. 

Alternative prices are to be stated for a speed of 134 knots, 
and also prices if any modification is proposed such as adopting a 
different system of forced draught, but in the latter case, the 
boiler capacity must not be reduced under 25 per cent. of that 
required for natural draught. 


NORWAY. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
. A stating that tenders are invited by the 
State Railways Administration, to 
= be received not later than the 31st July, for the 
supply of ten narrow-gauge goods vans for the carriage of manure. 
Drawings and aati of delivery may be inspected at the 
office of the Machinery Director, Christiania. 
Apart from the 10 per cent. ad valorem Customs duty, preference 
is given to Norwegian tenders. (See notice on p. 652 of the 
“Board of Trade Journal” for 20th ult.). 


Tenders for 


a2 


9? 
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Whe Secretary of State for zornee Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, statin 
for Tent ‘that tenders are invited for the 
oth for the Eaui to be 
Norwegian Army, A™Y Equipment Depét, received not 
— later than the 6th August, for the supply of 
24,000 metres of tent cloth. 
Copies of the conditions may be had gratis from, and samples 
inspected at, the Armeens Munderingsdepot, Christiania. 
Apart from the 10 per cent. Customs duty, preference is given to 
Norwegian tenders. (See notice on p. 652 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 20th ult.). 


PORTUGAL. 


The “ Lisbon Gazette” of 19th inst. contains a notice calling for 
Cintantte tee tenders, which will be opened at 11 a.m. on 
Sctnt. 10th prox. in the Administration of the Direct- 
_— orate of Public Works in Ponta Delgada 
(Azores), for the supply of 400 metric tons of Portland cement, 
at the upset price of 6,000 milreis or 944]. A statement of the 
conditions of the contract may be seen in the Secretariat of the 
Directorate of Public Works. A provisional deposit of 2} per 
cent. of the above amount is required to qualify any tender. 


The same “ Gazette” contains a notice calling for tenders, to be 
Dibsiniate tor presented in the Directorate of State Railways 
of the South and South-West, and which will 
: be opened at 11 a.m. on 6th proximo, for the 

supply of drugs. 

A statement of the particulars of the contract may be seen in 
the Secretariat of the said Railways (Largo de San Roque, 22), 
and a provisional deposit of 96 milreis or 15/. will be required to 
qualify any tender. 

The “ Gazettes” containing the above notices may be seen at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 15th inst. contains a notice confirming 
an appropriation by the Electric Lighting 


Accessories for Company of Badajoz, of 30 litres of water per 


Utilising Water second from the River Guadiana, 91 metres 

Power. _ below the Bridge of Palmas, to be used in the 
production and condensation of steam in an electric light factory _ 
situated in the town named. 


| 

| 
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The ‘“ Madrid Gazette” of 18th inst. contains a Royal Order 
Sectenis tor 4 authorising the Ministry of Marine to contract, 
Stones Cates. without the formalities of calling for tenders, 

for a steam launch for the second class armour- 
plated coastguard vessel ‘ Victoria.” 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 20th inst. contains a notice confirming 
Sinise tite the concession, without subvention, to build 
Marrow Genge and work for 99 years at fixed rates of freight 

Railwa and 800 ¥ (which are given) to the Vasco 
y: Asturiana Company, for a narrow gauge railway 

from Trubia to San Esteban de Pravia. 
Railway material imported from abroad is subject to special 
duties (favourable), as noted at page 434 of the “ Board of Trade 

Journal ” for 22nd February, 1900. 


The same “ Gazette” contains a notice calling for tenders for the 
eT construction of a covered market place for the 
me wha square of Balmez in the city of Alicante, at 
Covered Market 11, upset price of 648,915°43 pesetas, or about 
18,6731. 16s. A provisional deposit of 5 per 
cent. of this amount is required to qualify any tender. Tenders 
will be opened simultaneously in the Directorate-General of the 
Administracion Local in Madrid, and in the Palace of the 
Municipality of Alicante, at noon on 22nd proximo. 

The “Gazettes” containing the above may be seen on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, London, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


GREECE. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Foreign Office a letter 
from the “ Forges et Chantiers de Syra,” dated 


Plans for the 
: 14th ult., pointing out that the time for sub- 
= = 4 & mission of tenders called for by the Hellenic 


Pt Government for the construction of a dry dock 

_— at Syra (see “ Board of Trade Journal,” 23rd 
May last, p. 418) has expired, and that no tenders have been 
submitted. The “Forges et Chantiers” are of opinion that this 
result is due to the unsuitable nature of the place selected, Pidali, 
and urge that a dock should be built at Keorion, where their 
workshops and arsenal are. The letter describes fully the dis- 
advantages of the one situation and the advantages of the other, 
giving engineers’ estimates and attaching plans illustrative of their 
proposal and states in conclusion: ‘Our company is disposed to 
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enter into negotiations with any British persons or company for 
the construction of such a dry deck, or a similar work, considering 
the enterprise convenient and remunerative, taking note that the 
steamers registered in the port of Syra up to date amount to 40, 
and in the neighbouring island of Andros to 17, and that 
the number, especially of those of Syra is daily increasing. 
Therefore we beg you to be good enough to take the necessary 
measures to bring this project before any person or persons in 
England who care to entertain the construction of a dry dock, or 
some equivalent scheme on cur property.” 

The letter which is in English, and the plans referred to therein 
may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. Those interested in the above may be also 
referred to pp. 8-9 of No. 2,599 of the Annual Series of Foreign 
Office Reports. 


CUBA. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Consul-General at Havana, stating 
that tenders are invited by the Mayor of 
Havana, not later than the 25th September, at 
noon, for the construction of a sewerage system 
and for street paving of the city of Havana. 

Information will be furnished on application to Lieutenant W. J. 
Barden, Chief Engineer, City of Havana. 

No award was made on a similar call for tenders published on 
the 29th March last, and referred to in the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 4th April, as stated in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” 
of 27th June last. 


Tenders for 
Drainage and 
Paving in Havana. 


MEXICO. 


In the Bulletin of the Bureau of the American Republics, it is 

s said there is a good market for pianos, organs, 

Opening Pi ved and other musical instruments in the State of 
Yucatan, Mexico. 


GUATEMALA. 


M. Romiro Fernandez, representing the Urban Railway Company 
a 2 of Guatemala, Central America, is reported to 
have secured a concession for a tramway from 
Guatemala City to Guardo Viejo. The material, 

&c., for the construction of same will be imported free of duty. 


| — 
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According to the. Bulletin Commercial ” (Brussels). of 13th inst., 
' the. Salvadorian’ Parliament recently passed a 
‘by the terms of which the following boynties 


are offered for the introduction of the caltivation 
of “ maguey”’ orvany: other textile plant, on the 
territory of the republic :— 


1 peso (1s. 10d.) per 1,000 for a plantation of from 5,000 to 
10,000 plants. - 
0°50 peso (11d.) per 1,000 for 10;000 to 60, 000 plants. © 
0:25 peso tsa) per 1, 000 for more than 60, ,000 plants. 
Proprietors of plantations will ke exempt from all military taxes 
and service, and exporters of more than 5,000 lbs. of fibre will be 
exempt from all duties and taxes. Tools and machinery necessary 
for the cultivation of the fibre will be admitted free. 


ARGENTINA. 


The French Consul at Buenos Ayres, writing on the “preparation 
Cod-fish in of cod-fish destined for the Argentine Republic, 
feet —_ that the fish should be heavily salted ‘with 
” a very good quality of salt, and closely packed 

in boxes. If the cod-fish is well prepared, thé double zine box is 
superfluous and uniiecessarily increasés the shipping expenses. 
The Norwegian cod-fish comes sometimes in plain wooden boxes 
and sometimes in zinc-lined boxes. The Norwegian and Scotch 
cod-fish have the largest sale in the Republic, due in great measure 
to the manner of preparation, which always insures ‘the product 
arriving in good condition. ~This is an article of food much 
esteemed in South American ere and especially so in the 
Argentine Republic. 


“BRAZIL. 


A as atch dated 1gth alt. has been received at the Foreig Office 
P gn 

from the ‘Acting British Consul. at:Pard, en- 

_ closing a memorandum on a railway which it 

est + + is proposed to construct in the interior of Brazil 

“to bring ‘within touch of Para commerce the 

“upper reaches of the Rivers ‘Tocantins’ and 


It would appear at first sight that the natural’ means of com- 
munication between the central portions of South America, 
comprising the Brazilian States of Goyaz and Matto Grosso and a 
large part of Bolivia, and European countries must be through the 


| 
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affluents of the Amazon River, the Madeira, the Tapazos, the 
Xingu, and the Tocantins with its great tributary the Araguaya. 

| ature has, however, placed a barrier to navigation in the shape 
of series of waterfalls and rapids on all these rivers. The courses 
of the Xingu and Tapazos are so obstructed that it appears almost } 
impossible to overcome tli difficulties. In the case of the Madeira J 
however, a short series of rapids cuts off the Guaporé, the Mamoré, 
and the Beni its affluents and all navigable rivers, from communi- 
cation with the north, and greatly retards the transport of rubber 
and cattle from the districts through which they flow to the 
commercial centres of Mandos and Paré. In the same manner a 
slight accident has closed the upper reaches of thé Tocantins and 
Araguaya to navigation from Para. 

In the case of the Tocantins and Madeira efforts have been made 
to circumvent the obstacles by means of railways, and in both 
cases the efforts have been up to the present unsuccessful. L 

In the year 1891, the Federal Government of Brazil granted a 
concession to a Brazilian Company named the ‘“‘ Companhia Via¢ao 
Ferrea e Fluvial do Tocantins-Araguaya” to construct a railway 
(one metre gauge) from a place named Alcobaga, situated on the 
River Tocantins in the State of Paré and distant about 120 miles 
from the capital, following the left bank of the river in a southerly 
direction for a distance of about 180 miles, to a place named Praia 
da Rainha on the River Araguaya. The course of the river is 
between these two places obstructed by rapids, and the railway 
would re-establish communication between the upper and lower 3, 
reaches. It is stated that the country to be traversed by the 
railway is almost flat. 

By the contract the Company was to receive from the Federal 
Government 6 per cent. interest on each 30 contos of Reis (1,200/.) 
expended by the Company per kilometre of line constructed. 

In addition to this the Company was to run steamships from 
Para to Alcobaga, and from Praia da Rainha to Porto Imperial on 
the Tocantins; the Company’s steamers were also to navigate the 
Araguaya as far as should prove expedient. For these steamship 
lines the Company was to receive a subvention of about 150 contos 
of Reis (6,000/.) annually, from the Government of Para State. 

A concession of about 20,000,000 acres of land on each side of 
the railway together with certain preferential mining rights in the 
district traversed, were also granted to the Company. 

The Company only succeeded in constructing 4 kilometres of 
railway, but for some time steamers belonging to the Company 
plied on the Araguaya as far as a port named Sta. Leopoldina, 
and in the year 1895, certain merchants in the city of Goyaz found 
it profitable to obtain European goods via Pard and Sta. Leopoldina 
and thence overland by mule troop a distance of 90 miles, rather 
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than via Rio de Janeiro and by rail to Uberaba and thence over- 
land 350 miles on mules, 

The steamers have now ceased to navigate the river, and the 
Company finding itself in difficulties, and unable to fulfil its 
contract has applied to various European capitalists with the 
object of passing on the concession. 

Certain Belgian firms have taken up the scheme, and are in treaty 
for the purchase of the concession ; a commission of engineers has 
arrived at Para with the object of studying the matter on the spot, 
and it has been more or less settled that should their report prove 
favourable, a syndicate will be formed with a capital of 800,0001. 
to take over the rights and responsibilities of the old Company. 

The Acting British Consul concludes by saying: “It does 
not appear to me, even should the line be constructed—and 
as I understand that no very great difficulties exist there is no 
reason why this should not be effected—that any great results can 
be looked for in the near future. Although the subventions granted 
by the Government should give a fair interest on the capital, 
employed, yet it must be remembered that the district through 
which the railway is to run is at present inhabited by a small and 
scattered population, not noted for its industry, which does not 
supply any large amount of produce to the Paré market at 
present.” 


> 
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TRADE AND SHIPPING OF THE TREATY PORTS OF 
THE YANGTZE-KIANG IN 1900. 


The following table, compiled from advance proofs of the returns 
of Chinese trade for the year 1900, placed at the disposal of the 
Board of Trade by the Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs, is in 
continuation of the articles on the trade and shipping of the 
Yangtze-Kiang, published in the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 
May, 1898; November, 1899; and 2nd August, 1900. The net 
values of the imports (distinguishing foreign and native imports) 
at the Treaty Ports of the Yangtze for each of the years 1898-1900, 
were as follows :— 


A.—Imports into Ports on the Yangtze-Kiang. 


| 1898. 1899, 1900. 
Ports. 
Foreign. | Native. Foreign. Native. Foreign. Native. 

| 
| H. 'Taels. | H.Taels. | H. Taels. | H. Taels. | H.Tacls. | H. Taels. 
Shanghai one eo-| 29,426, 510 | 11,259,760 | 38,823,995 14,958,250 | 38,729,112 8,736,291 
Chingkianz ... .| 12, 626, 854 | 6,104,751 | 14,655,821 | 7,050, 632 12,865,324 6,243,521 
Nanking od 619,333" ”382,278* 1,439,370 718,941 
Wuhu . ais, 420 2,230,057 6,945,668 2,727,829 5,973,642 2,392,765 
Kiukiang on =e 852,783 2,020,129 7,924,471 | 1,584,362 7,020,101 1,317,285 
Hankow 16,019,721 6, 798, 073 21, 666 827 8. 071, 339 19, 5,200,302 
hasi .., eee = 23,797 55,435 74,2 37,210 334839 54,127 
Ichang ooo ae 490,282 285,015 1,589, 37 1,482,704 516,117 622,115 
Chungking... ...| 7,966,682 3,573,427 | 13,075, 176 | 3,884,702 | 12,917 "081 4,541,948 
Total { H. Taels | 77,320,019 | 32,126,647 | 105,375, 279 | 40,179.806 | 99,617,889 | 29,885,072 
£ | 10,799,000 4, "635, 000 15,861,000 | | 6,048,000 | 15,462,000 4,638,000 


* First opened as a Treaty Port, ist May, 1899. 
+ First. opened as a Treaty Port, 13th November, 1899. 


The Foreign imports in the above table are the total net foreign 
imports, 7.¢., the total value of foreign goods imported from foreign 
countries, Hong-Kong and Chinese ports, less the value of the 
re-exports of foreign goods to those places, Similarly, the native 
imports in the above table are the value of the net total imports of 
native produce less those re-exported to foreign countries, Hong- 
Kong and Chinese ports. In the export table (vid. infra) the 
figures represent the total values of native produce of local origin 
exported to foreign countries, Hong-Kong and Chinese ports. 

The total values of the native produce of local origin exported in 
the three years 1898, 1899, and 1900, from the Yangtze Ports were 
as follows :— 


q | 
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‘in 1900. 
B.—Exports (of domestic produce of local origin) from Ports on the 
Yangtze-Kiang. 
Ports. 1898, 1899. 1900. 
H. Taels. H. Taels. H, Taels. 
Chingkiang... ... «| 4,411,948 3,985,475 4,097,210 
Nanking... ... 1,394,542 1,710,284 
91,878 135,966 161,793 
Ichang 520,432 633,810 699,838 
Chungking ... 5,887,761 8,882,775 6,993,087 
Totals {H+ Taels| 102,488,382 | 142,930,897 | 118,773,704 
£| 14,786,000 21,514,000 17,659,000 


The sterling equivalents given are calculated at the average 


value of the Haikwan Tael in the respective years, viz., 1898, 
2s. 103d. ; in 1899, 3s. 04d., and in 1900, 3s. 1}d. 

With regard to the shipping at the ports of the Yangtze in 
1900, the following table shows the aggregate number and tonnage 
of vessels (steamers and sailing vessels) entered and cleared at all 
the treaty ports on the river in 1899 and 1900, distinguishing 


British, Chinese, Japanese, German, American and Russian :— 


C.—Shipping on the Yangtze-Kiang. 


Nationality. 1899. 1900. 
No. Tons. No. Tons, 

British 21,679 13,420,284 13,574 14,300,234 
Chinese eis Sieh, 5,757,229 15,902 5,899,635 
Japanese... cosh” 18,172 1,579,245 2,520 2,266,320 
German 435 568,014 1,969 2,622,595 
American ... i ae 519 230,496 1,050 284,011 
Russian... 137 200,153 124 145,558 
Allother ... 380 512,935 320 483,728 

Total... ...| 82,465 22,268,356 35,459 26,002,081 


It will be seen from the above table that the disturbances in 


Northern China apparently had no effect on the shipping trade of 
the Yangtze ports in 1900, the total number of vessels entered and 
cleared, and the aggregate tonnage being in excess of 1899 by 
2,994 vessels and 3,733,725 tons respectively. It may be added 
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that the two new ports of N anking and Yochow, the statistics for 
which do not appear in last year’s return of shipping, contributed 
the following figures to the above increase :— 


Total Vessels Entered and Cleared. 1900. 
No. Tons. 
At Nanking ... oe on one one 1,962 1,175,599 
» Yochow ... 650 299,962 


The figures in table C do not include vessels of any country 
sailing under inland steam navigation rules. British shipping, 
though well ahead of all other nationalities taken together, does 
not show quite the same preponderance as in former years, as 
will be seen by a reference to the following table :— 


D.—Table showing the centage of the Chinese and Foreign Flags 
(T in the Shipping of the Yangtze.t+ 


Nationality. 1899. 1900. 
Per Cent. Per Cent 

American... os 10 11 
All others 2°2 1:8 
1000 100°0 


German shipping on the Yangtze, it will be seen, has increased 
from 2°6 per cent. of the total tonnage in 1899 to 10:1 per cent. of 
the total tonnage in 1900, British tonnage having decreased from 
60°3 to 55°0 per cent. Japanese shipping shows a very slight 
increase, American is almost stationary, but the Chinese flag has 
decreased by 3°2 per cent. of the total tonnage, and “Other 
Nationalities ” (chiefly Scandinavian) by about 4 per cent. In 
connection, however, with the increase of German shipping it 
should be noted that, undoubtedly, these German vessels carry 
large quantities of British goods. 


Particulars as to shipping under Inland Steam Navigation Rules at the Treaty 
Ports of the Yangtze Kiang in 1900 will ke given in a forthcoming number of the 
“Board of Trade Journal.” 


+ Based on the figures in Table C. 


| 
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THE UGANDA RAILWAY. 


The following article on the construction of the Uganda Railway 
is based on a report by Colonel T. Gracey, C.S.I., R.E., recently 
issued by the Foreign Office (Africa, No. 6, 1901). 

In the first part of his report Colonel Gracey recalls the origin 
of the line, and how it having been finally decided by the Govern- 
ment in 1895 to construct a metre gauge railway from the sea to 
Lake Victoria Nyanza, a small surveying staff arrived at Mombasa 
early in 1896 :— 

“The task before them was immense. A railway 583 miles 
long had to be accurately located and staked out, in many places 
through dense thorn jungle, where the survey parties could not 
see more than a few yards in front of them. The country was for 
great lengths waterless, without resources, and very sparsely 
populated, the only inhabitants being naked savages, without 
industries or arts, and for the most part quite unused to any form 
of labour. The route to be traversed was mountainous, rising to 
7,700 feet near mile 350, falling to 6,000 feet near mile 425 in the 
great central rift, again rising to 8,300 feet at mile 490, and 
finally falling to 3,700 feet at the terminus at mile 583 on the 
Lake. Very little unskilled, and no skilled, labour was procurable 
in the country, and this necessitated the importation from India 
of an army of 20,000 navvies and artisans, who had to be fed, 
housed, clothed, and provided with tools, and all stores required 
for these purposes had to be brought from England or India, 
necessitating foresight of the same kind as would be required to 
place an army in the field. The difficulties of procuring labour 
and stores from England and India were furthermore greatly 
enhanced by the engineering strike in the former and the plague 
restrictions in the latter. Even when the men had been placed on 
the ground, and importation of all stores required for them had 
been arranged, the difficulties were not at an end, as the 
construction had to be carried through dry tracts 20, 30, and even 
60 miles in length, where water had to be carried out to the 
labourers, where no transport animals could live owing to the 
tsetse fly, and where, consequently, work could only proceed a few 
miles in advance of the railhead. In some parts the country was 
very unhealthy and infested with jiggers, which were the cause of 
many severe ulcers amongst the workmen. In other parts the 
labourers were constantly being frightened off the work by man- 
eating lions. Landing-jetties, hospitals, police and post and 
telegraph services had to be organised, and a recruiting and supply 
agency established in India.” 

Colonel Gracey later in his report states that on the 23rd 
February, 1901, the rails had reached mile 476, and were on the 

rmanent alignment as far as mile 468, except between miles 
362 and 374, which section should be completed about August 
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next; between miles 250 and 270, where there are several 
diversions, all of which should be removed within the next five or 
‘six months; and five or six short diversions at bridges, which 
should be finished within the next six or eight months. Beyond 


-vailhead the earthwork had been completed up to mile 483, and 
- beyond this 7,000 men were engaged in making up the formation 


between miles 483 and 505, with every prospect of completing it, 


as far as mile 517, within the next three and a half months. After 
carefully considering the amount of work to be done, the report 
states that, with short diversions where the work is very heavy, or 
the ironwork for bridges has not arrived’in Africa, the rails should 
reach the Lake by the end of October, 1901; and all diversions 


’ might be removed, and the rails be placed in the permanent 


alignment, except in one or two places, by the end of March, 1902. 
Kilindini is the railway settlement at the coast, but the principal 
‘business centre is at Mombasa. 
The harbour at Mombasa, however, is small, difficult of access 


» for large steamers, and exposed to the south-east monsoon ; that at 


Kilindini is spacious, fairly easy of access for the largest steamers, 
and entirely land-locked with a still larger harbour in Port Reitz, 
further inland. The only advantage that Mombasa harbour 


: appears to possess over Kilindini is that it is more easy of access 


to sailing vessels. The whole of the merchants’ warehouses have, 


. however, been built at Mombasa, and until these have been shifted 


to Kilindini or other suitable accommodation has been provided at 
the latter plaze, all merchandise must continue to ke landed at the 
former. Even with the small traffic now done there is hardly 
sufficient room for it at Mombasa, and there is little or no room 
for extension. When the commerce of the port increases, as it is 
certain to do within the few years succeeding the opening of the 
railway, it can no longer be dealt with at Mombasa, and the rail- 
way should make ready for it at Kilindini, and arrange that all 
facilities shall be given. 

Nearly the whole of the general merchandise is now dealt with 
at the goods shed at Mombasa, which appears to be ample in size 
for the present business. Very little is done at Kilindini where 
the goods shed is practically empty. The passenger buildings at 
Mombasa and Kilindini are more than sufficient for present 
requirements, and no further accommodation for staff should be 
needed for many years tocome. One of the existing store buildings 
might be used as a railway commissariat go-down, when the 
present go-downs are converted into goods warehouses, and all 
except heavy stores which can be kept in the open are removed to 


the general store at Nairobi. 


Kilindini is a very fine harbour, and the railway authorities who 
have taken up the whole of the convenient foreshore should see 
that it is utilised to the best advantage. 
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The railway terminus on the lake (Port Florence) will, it is said, 
certainly develop eventually into a very large and populous trading 
centre, as here the whole of the products from a country said to be 
rich and thickly inhabited, bordering on 1,000 to 1,200 miles of lake- 
shore, will be collected for despatch to the sea-coast, and from the 
same place the numerous and large requirements of the people of 
the same country for imported goods will have to be supplied. The 
collection and distribution of goods on the lake must, for many 
years to come, be principally carried on by dhows, whilst two or 
three steamboats might be usefully employed in carrying passengers 
and such articles of freight as will bear high cost of carriage and 
demand speed in delivery. The cost of carrying by steamers, with 
their great first outlay and expensive crews, must, for many years 
to come, be much greater than by dhows, which can be cheaply 
built on the spot and efficiently manned by local crews. 

The present passenger traffic of the. Uganda railway consists 
principally of Indian merchants and coolies, caravan porters, 
troops, and Protectorate officials ; very few of the natives of Africa 
appear to travel on their own account. ‘The public goods traffic is 
principally in Protectorate stores, articles for the consumption of 
the railway labourers and staff, some ivory and a very little country 
produce; the whole does not amount to more than four or five 
loaded waggons daily, and the earnings from both passengers and 
goods do not exceed 1,00,000 rupees per month. Immediately 
the lake is reached there will probably be some increase in both 
passengers and goods, but much must not be expected to begin 
with. 

It is true that the last 300 miles of the railway passes through a 
rich country with a good rainfall, but it is very sparsely populated, 
and where there are inhabitants they are absolutely naked savages 
who have no desire to export or import. It was the opinion of 
the natives of India who were working on the railway, many of 
whom had been cultivators in the Punjaub, that the soil was 
excellent, and that the rainfall was sufficient to produce all kinds | 
of crops. 

On the last 300 miles of the railway also all kinds of domestic 
animals appear to live and thrive, and large tracts which are 
between 5,000 and 9,000 feet above sea level are fit for Huropean 
habitation. Most of the country is now covered with forest or long 
coarse grass, but where the latter had been removed and on the 
sides of freshly thrown up railway banks English white clover is 
springing up spontaneously. 

No sudden developments can be expected; to teach savages 
habits of industry or to introduce settlers, require time and patience, 
but the newly-opened country is certainly capable of sustaining a 
large industrial population, which it is hoped will eventually be found 
on it. It might be found desirable to offer inducements to some 
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of the natives of India, who are now working on the railway, many 
of whom are fair samples of Mussulman Punjabi cultivators, to 
bring over their wives and families and settle. 

Round the borders of the lake there is a considerable population 
who cultivate the ground sufficiently to satisfy their own wants, 
but who, it is said, might soon be expected to produce articles of 
export, such as india-rabber, coffee, &c., and who would take in 
return salt and piece-goods. If the rates are reduced to reasonable 
figures, and proper facilities for dealing with the traffic are given, 
the railway in five to ten years will probably be doing a good and 
paying business, and twenty years hence will not be able to meet 
the demands made upon it; everything however depends upon 
facilities being given and rates being reasonable. 

Towards the end of the report Colonel Gracey writes as follows :— 

“ Allowing a margin for contingencies, my estimate, therefore, 
is that the rails should reach Lake Victoria about October, 1901, 
the earthwork should be completed about March, 1902, and the 
American viaducts a very few months later. It must not, however, 
be assumed that the railway will then be completed, as ballasting 
will have hardly been commenced. A great deal will have to be 
done in repairs to banks and cuttings, and in flattening the slopes 
of the former. Terminal works will be needed at Kilindini and 
Port Florence, &c., all of which will take time and cost money. 

‘‘ With work everywhere in progress it is extremely difficult to 
form any reliable estimate of what the cost of completing and 
equipping the line will be, and the following figures are merely 
offered as the best rough approximate estimate that I can make :— 
The total amounts to 5,206,000/., of which I estimate that about 
400,000/. will be spent after the 31st March, 1902.” 

The Foreign Office paper containing Colonel Gracey’s report also 
contains notes and observations on that report by the Uganda 
Railway Committee, the Managing Member of, and the Consulting - 
Engineers to that Committee, and by Sir Guilford Molesworth, the 
Government Inspector of the line in 1899. 
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OPENING FOR BRITISH GOODS IN PEMBA. 


The following extract from the report of the British Vice-Consul 
at Pemba is of interest to British manufacturers of cotton and 
other goods :— 

“There are many articles in general use here, to the supplying 

of which British firms might profitably devote 

Coloured Goods. their attention. Thus, the trade in the gaily- 

coloured cotton cloths, locally known as kangas, 

in which the women array themselves, and for which there is an 

immense demand throughout East Africa, is at present wholly in 

the hands of German and French firms in Zanzibar. The secret of 

success in the kanga trade is to keep up a continual supply of 
novelties in the matter of design and colouring. Peay he ae 

* Zanzibar is the Paris of Kast Africa, and the Zanzibar belles 
are admittedly ‘the glass of fashion.’ To keep up their reputation 
for smart dressing involves the frequent purchase of new kangas, 
of which, I understand, a Zanzibar girl will possess as many as 
two to three dozen sets at one time. 

** Kangas which have begun to be out of fashion in Zanzibar will, 
in their turn, constitute the height of fashion in Pemba and 
on the Coast, where they will sell at a premium until superseded 
by a later consignment from Zanzibar, and so on. 

“ T am informed that the bulk of the kangas imported into East 
Africa are printed in Holland. 

“There appears to be no reason why British firms should not 
successfully make a bid for their share of the kanga trade. 


“There is a large trade done here in a plain blue cotton material, 
locally known as kanik?, which is much affected 

Blue Cottons. by the women for general wear, especially 

throughout the shamba districts. Formerly 
the entire supply of kaniki came from British India. ‘The Indian 
article consists of a material known as wilayti, imported from the 
United Kingdom, which is cut up into lengths of 8 yards each 
and dyed with indigo, the process being carried out chiefly in 
Bombay. The colour, as a rule, is good and fairly fast. Of late 
years, however, certain German firms in Zanzibar have been intro- 
ducing a somewhat similar article, which is steadily ousting the 
Indian-made kaniki from the market here. 

“The material of the German-made kaniki is lighter in texture 
than is the Indian article, but being dyed with aniline the colour 
soon washes out. The German kaniki is considerably dearer than 
the other, selling at 53d. per yard, as against 3}d. per yard for the 
Indian article. The veason why the native women prefer the more 
expensive and really inferior kaniki of German make is, firstly, on 
account of the comparative lightness of its fabric, and secondly— 
and this, undoubtedly, is the chiet reason—because, in its new 
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state, the German kaniki possesses a certain amount of surface 
gloss, which is very pleasing to native taste, whereas the Indian 
kaniki is dull of surface. That such surface gloss disappears with 
the first washing is well known to the women, as is also the fact 
that the colour quickly fades ; nevertheless they prefer the German 
to the Indian article. Surely the British manufacturer should be 
able to turn out /aniki material, possessed of the desired gloss, as 
cheaply, at least, as the German makers, and, it is to be hoped, of 
a@ more durable colour. I transmit with this report samples* of 
both Indian ard German /aniki as sold here in Pemba. 

_“So much for articles of female attire. The subject of male 
apparel in these parts is also deserving of attention on the part of 
British manufacturers. 


“Every man in this island, and indeed throughout East Africa 
generally, wears a cap of sorts. The poorer 

Men’s Caps. classes content themselves with a head-covering 

made of soft felt, red, black, or white in 
colour—red being the favourite—of which the uniform price, 
retail, is 8d. Most of those felt caps coms from Austria-Hungary, 
but Germany has begun of late to compete successfully in this 
branch of trade. J transmit samples* of those felt caps in various 
colours. 

“The Arabs and the better-class natives affect white cotton caps, 
elaborately worked in thread and silk. Formerly those caps were 
only obtainable hand-stitched throughout, and cost from 4s. to 9s. 
each. Lately, however, the Indian traders, with characteristic 
enterprise, have begun to sell machine-sewn caps of similar 
design at prices which put them within the reach of many to 
whom the cost of the hand-sewn article was prohibitive. These 
machine-sewn caps sell in very large numbers, for it is the 
ambition of every black man out here to be able to sport an 
embroidered cap such as is worn by the aristocratic Arab. The 
machine-worked caps are made chiefly at Mombasa; they are sold 
at prices varying from 8d. to 1s. 4d. each. I should think that 


British manufacturers could turn out similar caps at prices which ~ 


would compare favourably with those charged for the locally- 
made articles. I transmit samples* of hand-sewn and of machine- 
sewn caps. 


“The sleeved, white cotton garment, reaching from neck to heel, 
locally known as a kanzu, is the universal 

Cotton Goods. wear of men of all classes in Pemba and 
throughout East Africa generally who can 

afford it. The material most generally preferred is a kind of 


* Sent to Asscciation of Chambers of Commerce. 
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nainsook, most of which, I believe, comes from British India. 
The Arabs and the better-class natives affect a hand-sewn article, 
embroidered round the neck and cuffs and down the front in silk. 
The price for such varies from about 5s. 6d. to as much as 9s. 6d. 
each, those at the former price being in most demand. Those 
whose means do not permit of their indulging in a hand-sewn 
kanzu content themselves with a plain machine-made article, the 
average price of which is about 2s. So far as Pemba is concerned, 
practically all of the kenzus worn are made in the island itself. 
It appears to me that it would be well worth the while of British 
manufacturers to turn their attention to the production of 
machine-made kanzus, which, doubtless, could be manufactured in 
large quantities at a price considerably lower than that of the 
locally-made articles. I transmit an average sample* of the hand- 
sewn and of the machine-made kanzu. 

“A cotton vest or singlet, and a vikoi or loin-cloth are always 
worn under the kanzu. For those who cannot afford to buy 
the latter garment a combination of singlet and loin cloth 
constitutes what is generally conceded to be a neat and sufficient 
costume. 

“In the matter of singlets, the German-made goods sold at 
prices varying from 8d. to 1s. 4d. each, of which I transmit 
samples,* hold the local market exclusively. 

“OF the vikot sold at Pemba—and I believe in Zanzibar and 
on the Coast also—the great proportion come from Muscat. The 
price of the Muscat article varies from 2s. to 4s. each. Germany 
supplies the balance of loin-cloths sold here, the price of thie 
German article varying from 6d. to 8d. each. Those Germar- 
made vikvi are manufactured in lengths containing 12 cloths, ard 
the set of 12 cost, I understand, 6s. I transmit a sample lengt!.* 
of the German vikoi material, and also samples of the cheaper a: d 
of the more expensive tikoi made in Muscat. I am of opinion t! at 
loin-cloths made in close imitation of the Museat vikoi, if tl ey 


could be put on the market at a retail price of, say, 1s. 4d. each, 


would meet with a ready sale here. In this connection I may 
state that the taste of the male inhabitants of these parts is very 
conservative in the matter of articles of wearing apparel; and it 
is only by adhering scrupulously to the details of existing models 
that manufacturers of imitation articles can hope to secure favour 
for their goods) . . . 


“In the matter of soap, Germany may be said to have the Pemba 
market entirely to herself. The German mann- 

Soap. factured soaps sold here are of two kinds, 
namely, a mottled (blue and brown) variety 

and a plain brown soap. The mottled soap is put on the market 


* Sent to Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
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. in boxes containing six bars of 3lbs. weight each, at 5s. 4d. per 


box ; the brown soap is put up in boxes containing twelve bars, 


. the net weight of box and contents being 10 Ibs., which are sold 
. at 2s. 4d. the box. The Indian traders retail those soaps to the 


natives in quantities costing from }d. upwards. The brown soap 
sells best at present. I transmit samples* of those German-made 
soaps. 


‘There is a large demand in Pemba for washing-blue, of which 
the German-manufactured article is the only 

Wasbing-blue. kind sold locally. It is put up in packets 
containing 1 lb. weight each; the wholesale 

price is 34d. per packet. Washing-blue, as in the case of soap, 
is retailed locally in small quantities costing from 3d. upwards. 
The German-made blue in question is a very inferior article, as 


even the natives perceive; it imparts an unpleasant smell to the 


clothes with which it is used, and it has a tendency to turn of a 
blackish tint after the clothes have been dried. If British manu- 
facturers could put a superior blue on the market here at as low a 
price as is charged for the German blue the British article would 
undoubtedly oust the inferior blue at present sold here. Even if it 
be not practicable for British firms to manufacture a better blue 
at as low a price as is charged by the German makers of the article 
in question, I believe that the natives here would nevertheless be 
willing to pay a somewhat higher price for a superior article. I 
transmit a sample packet* of the German-manufactured blue sold 
here. 


“ Yet another local field to which it would be worth the while of 
: British manufacturers to devote their attention, 
—— is that of the agricultural implements 
P : universally employed throughout East Africa ; 
they are three in number, namely, the jembe, or hoe, the 
m’du, or knife, used for clearing away grass and undergrowth 
preparatory to the breaking up of the soil by the hoe, and the axe. 
At present all of these implements as used in Pemba are made in 
the island out of soft iron, which obviously is very unsuitable 
material for the purposes to which the implements in question are 
respectively put. I am convinced that if British manufacturers 
would turn out these hoes, knives and axes in properly tempered 
metal, and at a cheap price, they could rely upon effecting large 
sales. 

“The average price here of a jembe is 6d. for the metal head and 
ld. for the handle, including fitting; the m’du costs about 1s. 
complete, and the axe-head about 10d., the handle costing, as in 
the case of the jemle, 1d. extra. 


* Sent to Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
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“ T transmit samples* of each of the three implements in question. 

“As regards the native hoe it has only one good point to 
recommend it, and that is its general shape, which answers well 
all the requirements of local cultivation. But it is obviously all 
wrong in the details of its construction. It will be observed, 
from the sample sent herewith, that the metal head terminates in 
a fine neck, set at an obtuse angle, which is inserted into a hole 
in the wooden handle. When in use the neck is constantly 
breaking off or slipping out of the handle, and the handle itself 
is constantly splitting from the strain. In fact, the average life of 
a jembe when in daily use is not more than about two months. 
I would suggest to the manufacturers, if any should see their 
way to take this matter up, that the hoe be made to terminate 
in a slightly trumpet-shaped metal collar, through which the 
handle would pass. I append to this report a rough sketch 
explanatory of that suggestion, also a sketch of an alternative 
model for a somewhat differently shaped digging hoe, which I 
believe would find favour with the natives for use upon the heaviér 
kinds of soil. 

“ Tt will be seen from the sample m’du which I transmit* that 
the collar round the top of the handle where the shank of the 
blade is inserted is made of wood and not of iron as it should be. 
The skill of the local blacksmiths is not equal to making such 
collars out of iron, and so they are invariably fashioned out of 
the hard, dense seed-pod of a tree locally known as m’koma, 
which is a species of palm, the leaves of which are used for 
making mats. 

“‘ Handles could be so cheaply fitted locally to the hoes, that it 
would only be necessary for a manufacturer to supply the heads, 
but the knives should, of course, be supplied complete. 

“ Manufacturers should follow the patterns of the sample hoe 
and knife as regards shape and size. In the matter of the axe, 
however, manufacturers would be well advised to use their judg- 
ment in providing a better pattern. The width of the blade of 
the native axe as at present made is limited by that of the iron 
bars from which the axe heads are forged; those bars are not 
imported of a width exceeding 1} inches.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,653.) 


* Sent to Association of Chambers of Commerce, 
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RUSSIAN COTTON MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES. 


‘The Russian Government have published a collection of data 
concerning the cotton manufacturing industries of Russia, with 
special reference to the figures for 1899; and the official ‘“ Com- 
mercial and Industrial Gazette” of St. Petersburg of 13th ult. 


draws attention to it in an article, a translation of which, by the 


British Commercial Agent in Russia, has been received by the 
Board of Trade through the Foreign Office. 

The following paragraphs are taken from this translation :— 

“The cotton manufacturing industry is mostly centred in the 
eR of Moscow, Vladimir, Petrokoff, St. Petersburg, 

aroslav, Kostroma, Tver, Estland, and Riazan. . . . . 

“The average number of spindles per mill is 56,000. Taking 
the average number of working days per annum for all Russia as 
a the average number of hours worked by the spindles is as 
‘ollows 


ae Per Annum. Per Diem. 


1890 ove ove ove 4,866 
1893 ove see ave ove 5,048 17:7 
1895 eee ove ove ove 4,950 17-4 
1897 ove eee 4,942 173 
1898 vee bee vee owe 4,497 15°8 
1899 ove ove 4,503 15°8 


“The lowest numbers of yarn are worked in the Petrokoff 
Government, the average number being 17-18. Heavy goods are 
manufactured from this quality, forming specialities of the Polish 
mills, Higher numbers are prepared in the Governments of 
Moscow (average No. 27), Vladimir (average No. 29), Tver (average 
No. 29), Kostroma (average No. 31), and St. Petersburg (average 
No. 32), the manufacture of calico prevailing in these Govern- 
ments. . .. . 

“The number of looms per manufactory continually increases o 
late years. Thus, in 1890, it was 1,050, and in 1899 it has risen 
to 1,236. The productiveness of the looms markedly increases, 
especially from 1897.” 

Mr. Cook has also forwarded a resumé of the comments of tne 
* Russki Viedomosti’ of the following day upon the official report, 
and from this resumé the following paragraphs are taken :— 

“Under the present system consumers of cotton textiles are 
extremely heavily taxed. The cost of mill machinery in -Russia, 
thanks to the high Customs Tariff, is twice and three times dearer 
than in England, the whole burden of the tax being passed on to 
the consumer. Besides this, the duty on imported cotton is 
exceptionally high (4 roubles 15 copecks per poud, more than half 
the cost), which is paid by the population, not only for foreign, 
but also native cotton. . . . . 
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“The market for cheap cotton textiles is so large that even 
under a moderate duty on the goods alone the cotton manu- 
facturing industry would benefit by a fully assured sale and good 
prices. We do not need foreign markets. What is the good of 
this ‘extensive foreign market for cotton goods’ once it is 
‘possible only with the retutn of the customs duty on raw cotton 
and materials used in production, in other words, export 
bounties from State funds. 

“The paying capacity of the population is strained to its last 
limit. This capacity should be spared from abnormal industrial 
protectionism, especially when the goods protected, such as cotton 
textiles, are objects of the first necessity in the house-keeping of 
every poor family.” 

The translation of the article in the official “Commercial and 
Industrial Gazette,” as well as Mr. Cook’s resume of the article in 
the ‘ Russki Viedomosti,’ may be seen at the Commercial 
5 aa Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m, and 5 p.m. 
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THE COMMERCIAL ADVANTAGES OF FERNANDO PO. 


Attention in Germany has recently been called to the island 
of Fernando Po, one of the few remaining Colonial Possessions 
of Spain, situated off the West Coast of Africa in the Gulf of 
Guinea and facing the German Colony of the Cameroons. The 
“Koloniale Zeitschrift” of Berlin, in its issue of the 14th ult., 
states that Germany has acquired from Spain the right of -pre- 
emption of the island, and that « German syndicate has already 
been formed with a view to its future exploitation. 

In an article in the “ Politique Coloniale” of the 12th inst., it 
is stated that the island of Fernando Po has an area of about 
2,000 square kilometres (762 square miles). The principal port is 
the capital, Santa Isabel, on the north, with an exceilent anchorage, 
which, it is stated, could be converted into a sheltered harbour at a 
small expense. On the West Coast, is the Bay of San Carlos, and 
on the East, the Bay of La Conception, both of which afford good 
anchorages for large vessels close in to the shore. 

The principal products of Fernando Po are cccoa and palm oil. 
The number of cocoa plantations is from 130 to 150, some of which 
are very extensive, one, near San Carlos Bay, employing 240 men 
and producing 150,000 kilogs. of cocoa annually. All the cocoa 
from Fernando Po goes to Spain, where it pays a Customs duty of 
54 pesetas per 100 kilogs., instead of 128 pesetas, the duty which 
is levied on cocoa from other places. 

The trade of the island has its headquarters in the capital, Santa 
Isabel, and is almost entirely in the hands of British and Spanish 
firms. There are two important British firms, viz., Felix Holt and 
the Ambas Bay Trading Company, the latter of which, besides 
their establishment at Santa Isabel, have several branches at different 
points of the coast. In addition to the above, there are about ten 
factories controlled by Spaniards and negroes without counting 
several smaller establishments. Upwards of 1,000,000 kilogs. of 
cocoa, valued at from 7,000/. to 8,000/. are annually exported from 
the island, besides 400,000 kilogs. of palm oil, valued at nearly 
5,000. The principal articles of import are tobacco, spirits, 

npowder, rice, salt, salted fish, piece-goods, building materials, 
Re. The total value of the imports is not known. 

The commercial value of the island is stated to consist in its 
extreme fertility, in its geographical position, and in the excellence 
of the principal port. Situated immediately facing the German 
colony of the Cameroons, it dominates, so to speak, the Gulf of 
Guinea. The largest vessels can anchor with safety in its port, 
which could be easily rendered additionally secure by the con- 
struction of a breakwater. On the interior plateaus the climate is 
excellent and most suitable to Europeans. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “ Customs Duties 
Ordinance, 1901” (No. 13 of 1901), which 


— Import received the assent of the Governor on 3rd June, 
PB ag Pra 1901, and which amended the rates of duty 
— imposed on malt liquor imported into the 

Colony. 


In lieu of the duties which were imposed by Ordinance 18 of 
1895 (viz., 10d. per gallon, or 1s. 6d. per dozen reputed quart 
bottles), malt liquor will be subject to an import duty of 7d. per 
gallon, where the worts thereof were of an original gravity of 
1,050 degrees, and so in proportion for any difference in quantity 
or gravity. One dozen reputed pint bottles or six reputed quart 
bottles will be considered to contain one gallon. 


Provision is also made for the drawback payable on malt liquor 
exported in cask to be at the rate of 5d. per 
Drawhback. gallon, where the worts thereof were of an 
original gravity of 1,050 degrees, and so in 

proportion for any difference in quantity or gravity. 


On and after the 1st September, 190], every package of malt 

liquor imported into the Colony must have the 

Packages to be original gravity of the worts thereof distinctly 

A and indelibly marked on the outside, and if 

guety- these provisions are not complied with the 
goods will be liable to forfeiture. 


marked with 


BRITISH GUIANA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Oils “ Drawback ” 
. Regulations, 1901, which came into operation 
Regulations 22nd May, 1901. 


prep de oni Any person desiring to obtain “ drawback ” 
as Pusl hang of duty previously paid on oil imported into 


Driving the Colony which has been used as fuel for the 
. purpose of driving any machinery within the 
aciiunry. Colony, in order to be entitled to such draw- 
back will be required to conform to certain regulations which are 
laid down. A copy of such regulations may be seen by persons 
interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 


Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., on any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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Fldl. 


The Board of Trade have received a.copy of an Ordinance (No. 6 
Satis aan of 1900), which was assented to by the Governor 
Naphtha on Ist November, 1900, and which amends the 

Ad Customs Ordinance 1 of 1898. 
Daty when Used The present Ordinance provides for the free 
three eet importation of Benzine and Naphtha, and such 
other oils as may from time to time be specified 
in an Order by the Governor-in-Council, when it is proved to the 
satisfaction of the Collector of Customs that such oils are imported 

solely to be used as fuel in oil engines. 

Oils imported under this Ordinance must be subject to the 
78 deg. Fah. test (except under such conditions in» regard to the 
landing and storing as may be imposed by Order in Council) in 
accordance with the provisions of the Customs Regulation Ordin- 
ancies of 1895 and 1898. Suet 


Copies of the Fiji Royal Gazettes have also been received, contain- 
i ing the following rulings of the Commissioner 
Decisions. of Customs :— - 
124 per cent. 


inches: as Hardware ... 
Winches: as Ha e ad valorem. 


3d. per |b. or 
“ Cof-farin ” reputed package 
of that weight. 


RUSSIA. 


A translation has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
—e Foreign. Office, of an .Order of the Imperial 
port Duty on = Council, published in the Russian “Bulletin des 
Burned Magnesite 7 oi. of the 22nd June/Sth July, providing 
and Magnesite that burned magnesite and magnesite brick 
Brick. shall be subject to Customs duty on importation 

into Russia at the rate of 15 cop. per poud (113d. per ewt.). 


FRANCE-ST. PIERRE AND MIQUELON. 

Copies have been received at the Board of Trade, through the 

om _ Foreign Office, of three French Decrees dated 
Statistical a the 6th inst., relative to the Customs régime of 
8, St. Pierre and Miquelon—(1) establishing 

statistical duties on imported goods, (2) modi- 
de Mer ®8. fying the navigation dues, and (3) imposing 
“octroi de mer” duties on the importation into the Colony of 
certain articles hitherto exempted from this charge. 


H 
| 
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1. The following statistical duties are to be levied on goods of 


every kind and origin imported into the Colony otherwise than in 
coasting trade :— 


On goods in casks, cases, hag, or other cover- 


ings, per package .. 15 centimes. 
On goods in bulk, whether or not  tariffed 
according to weight, *per 1,000 kilogs. ... 15 ,, 


On living or dead animals (horses, mules, 
donkeys, oxen and cows, sheep, goats, and 
swine), per head... 


In the case of different goods contained in a single package, the 
duty will be charged separately on each article. When packages 
contain goods of the same kind, and do not weigh more than 
6 kilogs. each, the duty of 15 centimes will be levied per group of 
five packages, each fraction of five packages being subject to the 
full duty. Bales, &c., merely tied together and not contained in 
any external wrapper, will be dutiable as goods in bulk. 

‘The following articles are exempt from statistical duty :—Funds 
for the Colonial Treasury; passengers’ luggage; fresh fish and 
lobsters; articles of all kinds (except merchandise properly so-called) 
landed from French fishing vessels and local smacks; surplus 
ships’ provisions landed for crews’ rations; wrecks; cargoes 
destined for re-exportation, landed in consequence of a shipwreck 
or while the vessel is in port; ballast of no commercial value ; 
samples of no commercial value; foreign vessels imported for 
registration as French ships; articles for museums; provisions, 
materials and articles of all kinds imported for the State or local 
authorities; all products of French fisheries and the salt destined 
for the preparation of such products. 

The statistical duty will be levied on liquidation of Customs 
duty. 

2. Article 4 of the table of navigation dues is modified to read 
as follows :—‘ Every vessel, French or foreign, of more than 20 
“ tons measurement, whether occupied in fishery or in any other 
“ kind of navigation, shall be subject to an annual duty of 3 frs. 

“per ton.” (The duty formerly leviable was 2 frs. per ton.) 

3. The following addition has been made to the tariff of “ octroi 
de mer” duties :— 

Run, tafia, gin and whiskey ... Litre of liquid, 4 centimes. 


* NoTe.—The full duty will be leviable for every quantity below 1,000 kilogs., 
and for every fraction of weight above 1,000 kilogs. 


> 
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SWITZERLAND. 


The following is a list of the principal Decisions arrived at by the 
Gieon Swiss Customs Department during the three 
attains months from April to June last, establishing 

. the classification of certain articles under the 

Customs Tariff :— 


Tariff No. 


ca ‘ under Tariff Rates of English 
which Duty. Equivalents. 


classe. 


Frs. Cts. 

Incandescent lamps for electric; 715 100 Kilogs. 25 00 |Cwt.0 10 
lighting. 

Metal lamp-holders for electric 
lamps, imported without the 
lamps— 

Of sheet brass ... 303 .,, 0 

Of coarse sheet zinc ... 313 15. 00) 0 

The note to Article 215 of the Tariff 
“ Apparatus for electric light- 
ing”) has been amended to read 
as follows— 

The following are to be in- 215 - 6 00] , 0 2 5} 
cluded under the heading 
“electric lamps” subject to 
duty at the rate of 6 francs 
per 100 kilogs.— 

Are lamps with or without 
lamp-holders ; glass globes 
for arc lamps ; interruptors 
and commutators of all 
kinds ; cut outs (mounted 
on stone, porcelain, or slate) ; 
resistances for arc lamps 
with or without regulating 
appliances ; hand or auto- 
matic regulators; fittings 
for incandescent lamps ; 
current recorders; current 
direction indicators, &c. 

Roughly shaped glasses for the 111 
manufacture of  incan- 
descent lamps. 


to 


FRANCE-—COSTA RICA. 


A translation has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 

cial Co Foreign Office, of a Commercial Convention 
between the Republics of France and Costa 
vention between Rica, which was signed at San José, on the 


France "th ult. 


and Costa Rica. The Convention provides that “colonial 
products” grown in Costa Rica are to be subject, on importation 


| 
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into France and French Colonies and Possessions, to the lowest 
rates of duties applied to similar products of any foreign origin. 
In return, the natural and manufactured products of France 
and French Colonies and Possessions imported into Costa Rica 
are not to be charged duties different from or greater than those 
payable on similar goods of any foreign origin, with the exception 
of products of the other Republics of Sentral America. 

‘The Convention is to come into force as soon as the ratifications 
have been exchanged at Paris, and is to ba valid until one year 
after its denunciation by either of the contracting countries. 


ITALY. 
A translation has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Foreign Office, of an Italian Royal Decree, 
dated the 30th ult., providing that cycles used 
by members of Italian or foreign cyclist clubs, 


Free Admission 
of Cycles used by 


oe Ae which have guaranteed the return across the 
sate . frontier of machines imported by their memVers, 


are not to be subject, on importation into 
Italy, to the payment of a deposit in guarantee of the payment of | 
duty in case the machines should not be re-exported. This facility 
is granted to members of foreign. cyclist clubs on condition that 
reciprocal treatment is accorded, in the various States, to members 
of Italian clubs. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the classification 
Sut of certain articles under the United States 
Decisi Customs Tariff which have recently been issued 

— by the Treasury Department at Washington, 
for the information of United States Customs officers and others :-— 

Gold powder.—So-called gold powder composed of gold, silver, 
and copper, used by being mixed in a solution of gelatine and 
water, and applied with a brush, is dutiable as a pigment or colour 
at the rate of 30 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 58 of the 
Tariff. 

Sheep dip of soluble creosote-——A chemical compound and 
medicinal preparation, composed of dead or creosote oil and an 
alkali, which is soluble in water, described variously as “sheep 
dip,” “soluble creosote,” &c., and chiefly used as a germicide, 
disinfectant, antiseptic, and for similar purposes in bathing sheep 
and other animals to destroy parasites or micro-organisms, 
bacterial germs, &c., and to prevent and cure scab, foot rot, and 
other diseases by external and internal application, is held to be 
dutiable at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem und:r paragraph 
15 of the Tariff. ery 


| 
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Tar oil ( Carbolineum.”)—So-called “ tar oil” or “ carbolineum,” 
a chemical compound composed of dead or creosote oil ind 
chloride of zinc or chloride gas, known as “ carbolineum,” “ csi bc- 
lineum avenarius,” and otherwise, is dutiable at the rate of 20 per 
cent. ad valorem under the provisicns of paragraph 15 cf the 
Tariff. 

Dog grass, cut.—Dog grass, which has keen cut into lengths of 
about two-fifths of an inch, is held to be not advanced in value, 
and therefore is free of duty under the provision in paragraph 
548 of the Tariff, for drugs which are “ not edible and are ina crude 


_ State, and not advanced in value or cerdition by refining cr 


grinding, or by other process, and not specially provided for.” 

Straw mats.—Straw mats are not dutiable under the provisions 
of paragraph 334 of the Tariff, as mats of vegetable fibre, but are 
dutiable at the rate of 30 per cent. ad valorem, under the 
provisions of paragraph 449, as manufactures of straw not specially 
provided for. 

Invoices for gold bullion —Gold bullion exported to the United 
States as a product of mines for assay and sale is to be regarded as 
merchandise subject to the requirements of Consular invoices. 

Decisions relating to invoices—1. Corrected invoiecs.— Where 
importers discover that invoices sent them from abroad are 
incorrect, they have a right to seek to procure correct ones and 
substitute them for the originals. 

2. Bonds for the procuring of such invoices.—It seems that, where 
an importer notifies a Collector of his intention to procure a 
corrected invoice in place of the one presented at time of entry, he 
should give a bond for the production of such invoice. 

3. Authority of Consuls.—It seems that it is mandatory upon a 
Consul to certify an invoice properly produced before him, unless 
he has reason to believe that the statements made therein are 
untrue. 

4. Imperfect invoices—Where an invoice states that the value of 
the merchandise covered by it is given “ without package,” and tLe 
packing charges and other expenses incident to placing it in 
condition packed ready for shipment to the United States are 
nowhere specified, such invoice does not answer the requirements 
of the Customs Administrative Act, and the importers cannot 
demand that a Collector shall receive it as a substitute for an 
invoice already presented, even though tkat first invoice is itself 
defective in some particular which is prejudicial to the importer. 

Glycerine in tron drums.—The usual coverings of goods subject 
to a specific rate of duty are properly free, unless made dutiable by 
some express provision of law. Iron drums are, and long have 
been, the usual and necessary coverings of crude glycerine, and are, 
therefore, entitled to free entry as such, crude glycerine being 
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dutiable at the rate of 1 cont per lb., and refined glycerine at 
3 cents per lb. _ 

Figs preserved i. im spirits or in their own juices. —Figs preserved in 
spirits or in their own juices, and known as “ preserved figs, ” « figs 


_in spirits,” “ figues au marasquin,” “ figues a l’eau de vie,” &c., are 


dutiable as fruits preserved in spirits or in their own juices, under 
paragraph 263 of the Tariff, and not as “figs,” under paragraph 
264. 

Regalia.—Regalia imported by associations established for 
charitable purposes are not exempt from duty unler paragraph 649 
of the Tariff, but are dutiable und:r the appropriate provisions of 
the Tariff, according to the nature of the articles forming: sich 


_ regalia. 


UNITED STATES—PORTO RICO. 
With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 273-275 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 10th May, 


Pessoal 1900, relative to the “ Act providing Revenues, 
hetetetn Meete &c., for Porto Rico,” and especially to Section 3 
Rico we the of the said Act, which provided that all 


merchandise coming into. the United States 
United States. from Porto Rico and coming into Porto Rico 


‘from the United States should be subject to duties equal to 15 per 


cent. of the duties leviable under the United States Customs 


- Tariff, the Board of Trade’ now understand: that” the Governor of 
Porto Rico has informed the: President: of the United States that 


provision has now been made for local taxation to meet the 
necessities of the Government of the Island, and that the President 
has therefore been requested, as authorised by the Act referred to 
above, to abolish all Customs duties on goods passing from the 
United States into Porto Rico and from Porto Rico into the United 
States from and after the 25th inst. 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 
CANADA.: 


‘The Board of Trade have received from the Dominion Government 


Traffi Statistician a memorandum stating that returns 
Sault Kage from the Sault Ste. Marie Canal for the month 
Canal in J © of June show that the month was a very busy 

in June, one. The total net tonnage of freight passed 


through the United States and the Canadian .canals during the 
“month amounted to 4,519,075 tons, which is 417,310. tons more 


than were passed in June of. 1900, and 1,018,057 tons more than 
July of 1899. In fact, last June’s business shows it to be a record 
month. 
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Of the total, 4,519,075 tons, 3,284,020 tons passed through the 
United States canal, and 1,235,055 through the Canadian canal. 
Of the tonnage carried through the Canadian canal, 986,489 tons 
were east bound, and 248,566 tons west bound. 

The total tonnage carried through the Canadian canal in June of 
1900 amounted to 294,681 tons, so that the business of this year’s 
June is more than four times that of the previous year. 

The principal increases in freight carried through the Canadian 
canal were for east bound freight copper, grain other than wheat, 
flour, iron ore, pig-iron and lumber. There was a decrease of 
980,619 bushels of wheat, the quantity carried showing a reduction 
of 47 per cent. 

In west bound freight there were increases in coal, manu- 
factured iron, salt and general merchandise, the latter increasing 
from 4,782 tons in June, 1900, to 16,337 tons in June, 1901. 

The number of passengers selecting the Canadian canal last 
June shows an increase of 60 per cent , while the number selecting 
the United States “ Soo” canal shows a decrease of 21 per cent. 


RUSSIA—SERVIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
Pr a Direct of a despatch dated 3rd inst., from H.M. Chargé 
hte ect d’Affaires at Belgrade, stating that the Treaty 


——— ~~ of Commerce between Russia and Servia of the 
rg ge 15th October, 1893, contains in its tenth article 
Upper Danube a provision to the effect that the two high 


contracting parties will do all in their power to 
promote commercial relations by means of arrangements between 
the steamship companies and railway companies of the two nations, 
and more especially by direct co-operation between the Russian 
and Servian steamship companies on the Danube, and the imme- 
diate transhipment of their cargoes to the railways of each of the 
two countries assisted by special direct rates. 

Since the date of this Treaty several attempts have been made, 
by meetings held at Belgrade and Odessa by the steamship 
companies, to arrive at some mutual agreement, but they have 
hitherto been unsuccessful owing to the question of rates. Now, 
however, a convention has been signed by which the Russian 
Black Sea steamship company and the fervian-Danube steamship 
company agree to establish joint direct communication between 
Odessa and the Upper Danube. Although the convention will 
require to be ratified at St. Petersburg, it has been decided to open 
the line at once in order not to lose the autumn traffic. 

It is said that transhipment will take place at Galatz, and that 
it would be of great advantage for Servia to be able to get facilities 
for the export of produce from the valley of Timok to the lower 
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portion of the Danube, whence it could be transhipped to other 

arts of Europe... It might, no doubt, to some extent interfere 
with the Austrian lines of steamships, but it is stated that they 
have acquiesced. The new line will not, moreover, engage to any 
extent in passenger traffic. The great expense of Galatz as a port, 
owing principally to the grand scale on which the Roumanian 
Government constructed docks and wharves, has to be considered, 
and it has been hinted that it might be advantageous to increase 
the capabilities of Reni in Bessarabia, thus turning to good account 
the provision of the Berlin Treaty, by which that province was 
ceded to Russia. 


DUTCH EAST INDIES, 


A despatch dated 12th inst. has been received at the Foreign 
Harbour Office from H.M. Minister at the Hague, trans- 
mitting a copy and translation of a Law of the 
Improvements at ter 

Nise 24th ult., increasing the estimates of Netherland 
East India by 400,000 florins (about 33,3331.) 
for the improvement of the harbour of Macassar. Sir Henry 
Howard adds that according to a statement of the Minister of the 
Colonies, it has been decided to construct a new quay, as also 
Customs offices and warehouses there, with a view, when completed, 
to abolish Macassar as a free port and to bring it within the sphere 
of taxation, in regard to both import and export duties. The 
translation of the Law may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 

S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


GERMANY. 


The traffic on the newly-constructed Elbe-T'rave Canal (opened 
in June, 1900, and connecting Liibeck with the 
Elbe-Trave Canal. River Elbe) during the first six months of its 
existence is said to have been equal to 
expectations, and its future prospects are therefore regarded as 
promising. It is estimated, according to the traffic during the first 
six months, that the total quantity of goods which will be carried 
during the first year will certainly be at least 200,000 tons. 

The British Vice-Consul at Liibeck reports that the industry of 
Liibeck has developed during the year 1900. The town 
is attracting by its favourable geographical position, its railway, 
and ship communication, and especially by the new Elbe-Trave 
Canal, a constantly increasing trade. 

Many of the factories have, in consequence, had so many orders 
that considerable enlargements have been resolved upon and the 
new year opened with good orders and renewed hopes, and several 
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fresh enterprises, some of importance, have been undertaken or 
are being planned. 

The shipping-agents’ business with Denmark, Sweden, and 
Finland was fairly brisk during the whole year. In consequence 
of the opening of the Elbe-Trave Canal, larger quantities of goods 
which would have previously been sent via Hamburg came to 
Liibeck to be shipped to the Baltic. Unfortunately, this traffic 
suffered from the unusually low water in the Elbe, which continued 
for weeks. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,628.) 


In the same report H.M. Consul-General states that at the present 
Devel tof moment three further dock basins are being 
open constructed at Hamburg, two being intended 


a t for sea-going ships and the third for river craft. 
-_ ara 4 The latter will cover an area of 77 acres, and 
Hamburg. each of the two former will have an area of 56 


acres, one of them being leased to the Hamburg-American 
Steamship Company. One of these last-mentioned dock basins 
is to have a depth of 26:24 feet, the other of 23:9 feet, below 
low-water. 

The total extent of stone quays in the Port of Hamburg is 9°3 
English miles. Besides these quays, however, there are 43 
English miles of wharf room, so that sea-going vessels have 
altogether 13°6 miles of quays and wharfs at their disposal for 
loading and discharging, whilst for river craft and lighters there 
are about 17 English miles available. 

The quays for sea-going shipping are nearly all provided with 
covered sheds, in which goods arriving and leaving may be stored, 
distributed, and otherwise handled for further transportation. 
These sheds are 49 to 115 feet in breadth and between 360 and 
984 feet in length, their flooring being about 3°75 feet above the 
ground. The total length of all storage sheds is about 29,900 feet, 
and the space thus available under covering for goods imported 
from, or exported to, sea is about 65 acres. To this space should 
be added another three acres, which are available for the storage 
of goods in two large six-storied warehouses situated in the free 
port district. 

The transportation of goods direct from shipboard to the ware- 
houses last-mentioned, or to others further in town rarely takes 
place ; as a rule, such goods arriving in or to be exported by sea at 
Hamburg are first taken into the quay sheds, and after being 
sorted, &c., are conveyed thence in lighters to the storage ware- 
houses, most of the private storage houses being situated on the 
canals which intersect the business portion of Hamburg. 

Besides these establishments there are now a number of large 
blocks of six and eight-storied warehouses, constructed upon the 
most modern plan, which are situated in the free port district of 
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Hamburg, and belong to the Hamburg Warehouse Company, an 
undertaking in which the State of Hamburg nas invested a 
considerable amount of capital and in the management of which it 
has a share. 


The British Vice-Consul at Papenburg reports that trade on the 
Dortmund-Ems Canal showed a satisfactory 


pong ony increase as compared with the preceding year. 
Sins Genel ta The number of vessels arriving during 1900 at 
1900 the river port at Dortmund amounted to 522 ; 


of these 233 arrived with cargo, and 141 
empty, whilst the remaining 148 were tugs. The cargoes of these 
incoming vessels totalled 70,984 tons, whilst the exports from 
Dortmund amounted to 39,940 tons. The imports and exports in 
1900 amounted therefore together to 110,924 tons, as against 
62,323 tons in 1899, showing an increase of 48,601 tons, or 
77 per cent. The imports exceeded the exports by about 
31,000 tons, or more than 77 per cent. If the railway materials 
for the Schantung Railway Company had been shipped—as at 
first intended—via North Sea ports, instead of Dutch ports, the 
exports would have reached double the above figures. The 
importations of grain to Dortmund over the canal amounted to 
13,367 tons, of Swedish iron ore 42,216 tons, and of timber 
about 15,000 tons. 

With regard to the export of coal by the Dortmund-Ems 
Canal only 40,000 tons were shipped in this way, of which 22,000 
tons went to the Baltic ports. In the preceding year 23,810 tons 
of coal were exported, and in 1898 24,970 tons. ‘The increase of 
this trade by means of the Dortmund-Ems Canal has not yet been 
very considerable, but it is intended to build vessels fit both for 
the canal and for sea, and the coal shippers expect to extend their 
export trade by means of these vessels, which will load direct at 
the collieries of the Dortmund-Ems Canal district. As is well- 
known, Westphalian coal is very soft and cannot stand re- 
shipment. 

The Dortmund-Ems Canal has had a stimulating effect upon 
trade, and has enabled new goods such as nitrate, Swedish iron ore, 
Spanish copper ore, pit props, &c., to find their way to the Ems 
ports. It has also had a favourable effect upon import trade in 
grain and timber. It is expected that at least 100,000 tons of 
ore will be imported by this route in the coming year, as the canal 
can now work this quantity. With regard to timber, about 
40,000 standards were shipped to Ems ports in the past year. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,628.) 
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BOSNIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 82 of the “Board of Trade 

Journal” for January, 1899, a despatch dated 

New Railway. 10th inst. has been received at the Foreign 

Office from H.M. Consul-General at Serajevo, 

stating that the line of railway from Gabella to the Bocche di 4? 

Cattaro, with branch lines to Gravoso and Trebinje, is now com- 

_ pleted, and was to be opened to public traffic on the 16th and 
17th inst. 

On the first day the section of the Bosnian-Herzegovinian State 
Railway Gabella~-Hum-Uskoplje, and the branch line Hum-Trebinje 
was to be opened; also the section of the Austrian State Railway 
Uskoplje-Gravosa; and on the second day the section of the 
Austrian State Railway Uskoplje-Zelenika, including the short 
section across the Sutorina of the Bosnian-Herzegovinian State 
Railway. The terminus, Zelenika, is a little beyond Castel Nuova a 
and near the narrowest part of the Boche, called Le Catene. 


UNITED STATES—PHILIPPINES. 


The Acting British Consul at Manila, in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office, notes that six British steamers 


—— are at present running regularly between 
"am wait Manila and Hong-Kong, occasionally calling at 
_— Amoy, whence most of the Chinese settled in t 
these islands have come. 
Communication with Australia is kept up by a Japanese mail 7? 


line and two small British lines owned in Hong-Kong. 

The British India Company’s steamers call every three weeks 
on the way from Calcutta to Japan, and with the exception of the 
Spanish mail and one or two small German steamers, are the only 
vessels running direct between here and Singapore. 

The Spanish Trans-Atlantica Company sail monthly between 
Manila and Liverpool, via Spain, and are the only regular line 
carrying goods to England without transhipment. 

American transports run at frequent intervals between Manila 
and San Francisco, and occasionally New York, but no regular 
line has yet been started under the American flag between the 
United States and the Philippines. 

A large number of colliers are employed bringing coal from 
Moji, in Japan, and Newcastle, New South Wales. A few of the 
vessels from Newcastle are sailing ships, but the majority of the 
coal-laden vessels entering this port are steamers. 
| ' A considerable trade is also carried on in rice with Saigon, 
f mostly in British bottoms. 
| Manila, as a port, suffers from the lack of shelter in the Bay, 

especially during the south-west monsoon. When heavy weather 


| 
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sets in, communication with the shore is often interrupted for days 
at a time. Small vessels, such as the inter-island coasters, and 
some.of the Hong-Kong steamers are able to ascend the river, but 
all larger craft must lie at a distance of from 2,000 to 5,000 yards. 
from the shore. This entails the use of lighters and their attendant 
launches, and increasing the heavy expenses which are incurred by 
vessels at this port. These expenses are so heavy that freight to 
Manila is from 50 to 100 per cent. dearer than to Hong-Kong. 

in connection with lighterage the Consul states that a small tug, 
or rather, launch, about 65 feet in length, and some years old, will 
fetch as much as 1,500/. delivered at Manila. 

The British Vice-Consul at Cebu says that direct steam commu- 
nication with Hong-Kong by a regular line running from that port 
now brings imports of all kinds to this port direct from China, 
Europe, and the United States, the last-named country supplying 
large quantities of bottled beer and whieky: (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,638.) 


PERSIA. 


Referring to the notice at p. 772 of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” 
Russian 8S. Line of 28th March last, it appears from an article 
to Persian Gulf in the “ Bonrse Gazette” (St. Petersburg) of 
* 17/30 June last, quoted by Mr. Cooke in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, that the first steamer of the Russian 
Steamship and Trading Company for next season will sail to 
Bassorah in September. 
In the “Odessa Novosti” it is stated that the Government has 
determined to establish a Consulate and commercial bank at 
Bassorah. 


CHINA. 


H.M. Consul at Amoy reports that 19 steam launches are running 
Inland under the Inland Water Regulations against 
Water Traffic 15 in 1899, Of these ten are British, four 
Sie Asad Chinese, three Japanese, and two Spanish. 
y: They carry passengers only from Amoy to 

Chiohbé, about ten miles distant and the furthest navigable point 
on the road to Chanchou Fu. ‘The only other run is from Amoy to 
Anhai, about 40 miles up the coast, and this is the quickest route 
to the ancient city of Chinchew, which is distant from Anhai about 
20 miles overland. This passenger traffic is, it is said, fairly 
remunerative, but Amoy is not in a position to profit much by 
inland water navigation, even if the regulations were placed on a 
sound basis, as it has practically no streams navigable for any 
distance by steam launches: In view of possible reforms, the 


af» 


226 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [July 25, 1901. 


Shipping and Transport. 


Consul adds, it should be stated that to be of any real value to 
trade in the interior the regulations should allow the towing of 
“flats,” which, with the launches towing them, should come 
under the control of the Imperial Maritime Customs, and 
be allowed to land passengers and cargo at any and every point of 
their journey. - An arrangement like this worked with the transit 
pass system would, no doubt, with specially constructed launches, 
lead to a great development of trade with the interior. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,644.) 


The Acting British Consul at Samshui reports that the tonnage of 
iin on all steam launches plying exclusively on inland 
inl waters under the Inland Navigation Rules was 

* 90,900 tons last year, against 68,700 tons in 1899. 

Of this the British share was 4,500 tons (about the same as last year), 

and the remainder belonged to Chinese, an increase of fiearly one- 

half. As these figures indicate, the launch traffic is very large ; 

sometimes in the summer nearly 30 launches pass through in a 

day. In the winter there is a great diminution in the traffic 

owing to the low state of the rivers; on the North River even the 
smallest launches are unable to ascend farther than about 15 miles, 
whereas in the summer the river is navigable for boats drawing 
five or six feet for about 80 miles. As stated above, nearly all the 
launches belong to Chinese, and it is said that there is not much 
prospect of foreigners competing successfully in the purely inland 
traffic unless they engage in it on a large scale. A fleet of 20 or 

30 launches run in connection with the Hong-Kong trade, under 

the management of a foreigner acquainted with the language and 

local conditions, and in touch with Chinese importers and exporters 
might perhaps pay well. But if the Hong-Kong and inter-port 
steamers had liberty to call anywhere they would no doubt obtain 

a great deal of trade connected with the inland places lying on 

their route. 

The decrease of some 50,000 tons in British tonnage is principally 
due to the withdrawal in September of the “ Samshui” and 
“ Wuchow,” the best and largest steamers on the river, and the 
only ones on the Hong-Kong line with accommodation for foreign 
passengers. The cause of their withdrawal is supposed to be their 
failure to pay, due, it is alleged, to the denial to them of the 
privilege of calling at all riverside places. Whether this was the 
real or only cause it is difficult for anyone but the owners to say, 
but in this connection it may be mentioned that several small 
steamers which run on the same line and under the same conditions 
bring very handsome returns to their owners, and a British steamer 
of some 250 tons, carrying three foreign officers, was recently 
taking nearly 3,000 dols. a month in passenger fares, besides 
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carrying some 1,000 tons of cargo, at rates which, it is said, yield 
a good profit. 

A new steamer (sternwheeler) of 367 tons, and about 4 ft. 
draught, flying the British flag, began to run on the Canton- 
Samshui-Wuchow line in November. She was specially built in 
Hong-Kong for the trade, is fitted with the electric light, has 
accommodation for 700 passengers, and can carry 300 tons of cargo. 
She has already become popular with the Chinese travelling public, 
and the prospects of her paying well appear to be excellent. A 
sister ship, also built in Hong-Kong, is expected to commence 
running on the same line this month. 

The Consul adds that at the time of writing (middle of March) 
there was no steamer under the British flag on the Hong-Kong- 
Samshui line, and from September to March there was only one. 
Seeing that the goods landed and shipped in Hong-Kong from and 
to Samshui and the four ports of call are valued at about 600,000I.,* 
and that the number of passengers arriving at and leaving Hong- 
Kong during the year amounts to some 130,000, it is unpleasant 
to record that, British shipping has as yet no share at all in their 
transport. (oreign Office, Annual Series, 2,645.) 


KOREA. 
The following description of the newly projected railway in Korea 
Séul-Fusan from the capital (Séul) to Fusan is given in 


the “Japan Weekly Mail” of the Ist ult., as 
based on the report issued by the company 
organised for the construction of the line, viz. :— 

The railway under notice starts from Séul and terminates at 
Fusan. The most prominent places where- stations are to be 
established are Suigen, 25 miles from Séul. Tompo, which lies at 
a distance of about 50 miles from the capital ; Shokuzan, 3 miles 
south of 'lompo, which is noted for its gold mines now being 
worked. Zengiken at 72 miies from Séul, Koshiu at 90, and 
Renzan at 100. From here the line branches off to the west, and 
proceeds to Kokei—a distance of 7 miles; then running up the 
river through Gunzan-po (a seaport town 10 miles from Renzan), 
it finally reaches a point where connection will be made by vessels 
plying to Kokei, and which are at present available for the 
transport of railway materials, Between Séul and Renzan the 
ground is level, but from the latter point the region is mountainous, 
and the roads are rugged, until at 150 miles the famous Kinzan is 
reached, a city well-known for the production of ginseng. 
Proceeding still further, the line reaches Eido-ken, midway 
between Séul and Fusan. It then traverses the Shin-fu pass, and 


Railway. 


* Including Wuchow, the value of tke river trade with Hong-Kong is about 
1,500,0007. It is believed that no steamer flying the British flag now runs from 
Hong-Kong to any part of the river. 
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arrives at Waikwan, a distance of 195 miles from the capital. The 
section of 80 miles between Kinzan and Waikwan is expected to 
present no small difficulty ; indeed, it will constitute the most 
arduous portion of work on the railway. Beyond the 215 miles 
mark is a large city accessible from the north through Seido and 
Enyo, which borders Fusan along the river Rakuto. The whole 
distance of the line is 287 miles, and, when completed, it will 
enable the passenger to reach Fusan from Séul in ten to twelve 
hours, at an average speed of 28°7 miles an hour. 

Forty-two stations are to be established in all, that is, one 
station for every 7 miles. The number of these is of course to be 
increased in future. At Fusan-chin is to be established a workshop 
for the construction or repair of rolling stock. 

There are to be 31 tunnels constructed, a total length of 40,700 
ft. The total length of bridges on the line will be 20,500 ft. 

In Japan the gauge in general use is 3 ft. 6 in., but in Korea it 
is to be 4 ft. 8 in., so that 75 lb. rails may be used. The Séul- 
Fusan railway was originally intended to be a double track, but for 
the present a single track will be laid, all the calculations relating 
to the work having been based on that fact. 

So far as the geological aspect of the country is concerned, no 
inconvenience will be felt as to the supply of stones for railway 
and building purposes. But of timber nothing fit for use can be 
procured, and it will be necessary to import it from abroad—for 
sleepers, bridges, and buildings of all descriptions. The company 
proposes to use American pine, and for this purpose is now making 
eJaborate investigations. At the time of the construction of the 
Sdul-Inchon railway, a few years ago, American timber was 
employed at a comparatively small cost, and it is probable that a 
similar course will bé adopted on the present occasion. American 
pine is estimated to be much cheaper both as regards cost and 
transport, in comparison with Japanese timber. The clay along 
the route is believed to be suitable for the manufacture of bricks, 
and therefore a number of factories are to be established as the 
work proceeds. Cement must be procured from abroad. 

Koreans are to be employed for excavation and other labour, as 
they are twice as strong as Japanese, while their daily wages do 
not exceed 30 to 40 sen in Korean currency (about 104d. to 1s. 2d.) 
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AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the office of the Agent- 
a General for Western Australia a report stating 
Geld Production that the crushing returns for the month of 
tralia in June, last for all gold mining companies, &c., 
in the State are as follows: — 


Ore treated ... 134,369 tons. 
Yield of gold sz ii 150,688 ounces. 
Average yield per ton nes 1 oz. 2 dwts. 10 grs. 


The Board of Trade have received from the office of the Agent- 
General for Queensland the following particulars 


returns of that State for the month 
in Fume. of June last :— 
Ore crushed ... ... 91,900 tons. 


Total yield 69,600 ounces.* 


* Including 4,000 ounces alluvial. 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


RUSSIA. 


H.M. Consul-General at Warsaw reports that the position of the 
cotton manufacturing industry in the Lodz 


district in general cannot be called satisfactory. 
eo a Its present position is caused by the following 


circumstances—firstly, the over-extension of 
factories, which took place in consequence of the diminution of the 
working day from 18 to 114 hours; and secondly, from the increase 
in the number of persons doing business in manufactured goods, 
in consequence of the introduction of the State spirit monopoly ; 
and thirdly, by the succession of bad harvests in different parts of 
the Empire; and finally, by the increase of the duty on imported 
cotton by one rouble. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 20th inst., were as 


follow :— 
Wheat ... yor 278. 8d. 
Barley ... ws ose 288, 4d. 


For further particulars see p. 243. 


A statement is published on p. 244, showing the quantities of 
;_ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
imported into the United Kingdom during the 
umce. week ended the 20th inst.; as well as of the 

imports during the corresponding week of 1900. 


CAPE COLONY. 


The annual report from the superintendent of the Government 

Guano Islands for the year 1900 has been 

Cape Guano. issued, from which it appears that during the 

year to 3lst December, 3,183 tons of guano 

were brought up from the Colonial and Ichaboe Islands, viz., 1,904 

tons from the former, and 1,279 tons from the latter. All the 

guano from the Colonial Islands, together with 1,139 tons from the 
Ichaboe group, was sold locally. 

The “Cape Argus” of 3rd ult., states that there is no guano 
stored at present on the Colonial Islands, and the outlook for the 
coming collecting season is not encouraging. ‘The stock of guano 
stored upon the Ichaboe Islands is about 3,000 tons (approxi- 
mately). The falling-off in the output of Dassen Island still 
continues, and this is attributed in some measure to the presence . 
of the lighthouse staff and their families upon the island. 

The service in connection with the supply of guano from the 
islands has been fairly maintained hitherto, but the delivery of 

uano by rail owing to military operations has given considerable 

trouble. The facilities for storage will have to be greatly increased 

if complications are to be avoided, and the business carried on 
satisfactorily in the future. 

Sealing operations have been successfully carried out during the 
season, and 3,130 skins have been secured. 

There has been a profit of 1,9691. 0s. 6d, from the sale of 
penguin eggs for the season of 1900. 

The total receipts for the year amounted to 22,2911., and the 
expenditure to 15,757/. 


July 25, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 231 


Agriculture. 


AUSTRALIA. 


According to preliminary agricultural returns of South Australia for 
1900-1901, recently received at the Board of 
Fi get rd Trade, the production of wheat in the Colony in 
that season amounted to 11,253,148 bushels as 
compared with 8,453,135 bushels in the season 1899-1900, showing 
an increase of 2,800,013 bushels. 


ITALY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Ofiee, copy 
. of a report by H.M. Consul at Milan on the 
sille cocoon crop of 1901. 
Crop of 1901. 
The Consul, in his report, states that owing 
to the cold spring and consequent backwardness of the vegetation 
of the mulberry trees, the hatching of the silkworm eggs had to be 
considerably retarded this year, and during the rearing of 
the worms unusually hot weather was experienced, but notwith- 
standing this unfavourable factor, and in spite of predictions of 
failure, the total return in cocoons may be estimated as being at 
the most, some 15 per cent. less than that of last year. 

As the quality of the cocoons is, on the whole, decidedly better, 
the deficiency in the yield of raw silk, as compared with 1900, will 
probably not exceed 10 per cent. 

The state of the silk trade is still very unsatisfactory, and prices 
opened very low, but owing to the rumours of a short crop they 
continued to advance from the time the markets were opened. 

Contrary to the usual custom, very few contracts for the new 
cocoons were made this year by the reelers previous to the opening 
of the markets. 

This report may be taken as applying to the average result of 
the whole Italian cocoon crop. 


ROUMANIA. 


According to the report of the Belgian Minister in Bucharest, the 

total production of wine in Roumania in 1900, 
Wine Production. amounted to 4,627,800 hectolitres (101,812,000 

gallons), valued at 2,510,000/. Two-thirds of 
the wine exported (the value amounting in 1899 to only 9,4001.) 
are sent to Austria-Hungary. Roumanian wine is stated to be 
deficient in alcohol and manufactured after primitive methods, 
which result in insufficient fermentation and a product unfit for 
export. The total area of vineyards in Roumania is given in the 
report as 198,421 hectares (490,000 acres). 
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UNITED STATES—PORTO RICO. 


H.M. Consul for Porto Rico reports that the sugar crop for 1900 

Sugar Crops in is stated to be excellent from all points of view, 

1900 more especially as from the new commercial 

relations with the States it is considered that 

the duties imposed upon sugars from foreign parts are equivalent 
to a bounty of 10/1, per acre per crop. 

A considerable extent of sugar land has been purchased by 
American speculators during the year, and much more ear-marked 
for absorption when the financial status of the island shall be 
more firmly established. 

The British Vice-Consul at Ponce says that in his district sugar 
plantations are better off, as the hurricane could only affect one 
crop, and prospects of free trade with the United States is certainly 
an important factor, which will soon result in a large increase in 
sugar production. 

In the same connection, the British Vice-Consul at Aguadilla 
writes that sugar, another of the principal products of the island, 
was most favoured by the fine spring-time, the plants developing in 
the best yielding conditions to such an extent that, according 
to estimates, the production of the island will come up to the 
respectable sum of 100,000 tons which, at an average price of 141. 
per ton, will amount to 1,400,000/. 

The manufacturing of this article started under favourable 
weather at the beginning of December. It is expected that the 
coming crop will be larger, as there is great enthusiasm for the 
cultivation of sugar-cane, owing to the advantages offered by the 
Foraker Law to Portorican sugars in the American markets. 

The British Vice-Consul at Mayaguez in his report confirms the 
estimate that the sugar crop on the island during 1901 promises to 
be about 100,000 tons, exceeding by about 25 per cent. the greatest 
output during better times long ago; the district of Mayaguez 
will, it is said, contribute thereto about 10,000 tons, the revival 
being noticeable not only in the larger plantations but likewise 
among the smaller estates. The central factories in this district 
are as yet limited to two, making centrifugal sugar of different 
grades to the extent of about 2,500 tons, and to the distillery of 
rum from the residuum. The prospect of net returns are most 
promising notwithstanding the general increase in the cost of field 
labour, which is now at the rate of 50 cents American gold per 
diem, equivalent to 2s. 1d. The culture of cane with the consequent 
increasing output of sugar cannot but yield in the near future 
enormous dividends on the outlay of capital, through the erection 
of new central factories, which will encourage the development of 
large tracts of land now almost unproductive. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,647.) 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


‘The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 18th inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 15,479, and the number exported 9,269. 
During the first 29 weeks of the current year, 
1,921,138 bales were imported and 177,983 exported. 
For further details see p. 242. 


A formal investigation was held at the Royal Courts of Justice on 
the 12th and 138th inst. into the circumstances 
attending the explosion of a copper steam pipe 
or boiler at the Manchester Square Station of 
the Metropolitan Electric Supply Company on 


Inquiries under 
the Boiler 
Explosions Act. 


the 2nd April last. 

The Court found that the explosion was probably owing ‘toa 
latent defect developed by exposure to the high temperature of 
superheated steam and the stresses due to expansion, and that 
having regard to the position of the pipe it should have been made 
of iron or steel in lieu of copper. 

When the pipe was fitted in 1897 the saturated steam valve was 
kept full open and the superheated steam valve only partly open. 
At a later period the superheated steam valve was kept full open 
and the saturated steam valve only partly so. It was not possible 
to ascertain when this alteration was made, owing to changes in, the 
company’s staff. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 


A copy of the following regulations with regard to samples of . 
commercial travellers in British Guiana, has 
Regula - been received at the Board of Trade from the 


Comptroller of Customs at Georgetown 
: 1. ‘‘ Commercial Travellers ” shall mean and 
Travellers. 


include any person who satisfies the Comptroller 
of Customs that he is soliciting orders for goods on behalf of 
business people outside of the Colony. 

2. Commercial travellers shall be entitled to obtain a provisional 
permit for the possession of any articles imported by them into the 
Colony which the Comptroller of Customs is satisfied are bona fide 
samples, upon their performing either of the following acts, viz. :— 

(a) Deposit with the Receiver-General, for subsequent with- 
drawal on the certificate of the Comptroller of Customs, the 
amount of import duty payable upon such samples as certified 
to by an Officer of Customs. 

@) Deposit at the Custom House, a written guarantee in such 
pis and for such amount, as may be approved by the Comptroller 
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of Customs, for the payment of the import duty on such samples 
as are not duly accounted for at the Custom House, before the 
departure of the commercial traveller from the Colony. 

3. When the commercial traveller has given notice to the 
Customs, that it is his intention to re-export his samples, the 
following shall be the procedure :— 

(a) In cases where a deposit of the duty has been made, the 
Receiver-General, shall refund to a Customs Officer, on the certi- 
ficate of the Comptroller of Customs, the amount deposited in the 
first instance, and such officer shall, after he is satisfied that the 
samples are actually shipped for exportation, repay such amount 
to the commercial traveller and take from him a receipt for the 
same which he shall subsequeritly deposit with the Receiver- 
General. 

(b) In cases where a guarantee has been given a Customs Officer 
shall, after he is satisfied that the samples have been actually 
shipped for exportation, certify the same, and such guarantee shall 
thereupon be cancelled. 

4, Nothing herein contained shall deprive commercial travellers 
of the privileges granted in respect of samples imported by the 
general public. 


Regulations for the Taking of Samples. 


5. The Comptroller of Customs and the Sub-Comptroller, may 
either of them, on special application to them from the importers 
or proprietors of any goods stored in any Colonial bonded or other 
warehouse, give permission in writing for the issue, to such persons, 
of samples of the goods hereinafter mentioned. 

6. Such application shall be made in such form as the Comp- 
troller of Customs shall require, and shall declare that the samples 
applied for are to be used in good faith as samples in the ordinary 
course of commercial business. 

7. With respect to the goods following the quantities set 
opposite to them shall be deemed to be sufficient for samples of 
such goods respectively, that is to say :— 


Samples of spirits and wine 2 Quart bottles (or théir equiva- 


in cases. lents) of each brand on first 
importation by consignee. 
Do. do. in casks. Do. do. do. 
Samples tobacco. One pound: Provided always that 


samples taken from hogsheads 
of tobacco by the inspectors 
of tobacco appointed by the 
Government of the United 
States shall be admitted free 
of duty, when such samples 
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are shipped with the respective 
hogsheads from which they 
have been taken and are im- 
ported along with such hogs- 
heads: Provided also that other 
samples of unmanufactured 
tobacco shall be admitted free 
of duty when they are specially 
made up as samples and do not 
exceed 10 lbs. in weight. 


Samples—Cigars and snuff One pound of each brand on first 
importation by consignee. 


a Beer and malt 2 quart bottles (or their equiva- 
liquor in cases. lents) of each brand on first 
importation by consignee. 
Do. do. in casks Do. do. do. 


One such sample thereof shall be issued free of duty on the first 
application therefor. Upon all other samples of the same goods, 
duty shall be charged at the respective rates provided by law. 

8. Other goods imported into the Colony as samples may be 
admitted as samples without payment of duty, provided that the 
Comptroller of Customs or the Sub-Comptroller shall be satisfied 
that such goods are bona jide samples imported in the ordinary 
course of commercial business, and that the duty payable upon any 
one sample shall not exceed two dollars, and further that the duty 
payable on the aggregate of samples imported at any one time shall 
not exceed five dollars: provided also that when the aggregate 
duty exceeds five dollars such excess shall be paid in the ordinary 
way. 
9. Having regard to the principles hereby established, in respect 
of quantities, values and duties, if any cases of the importation of 
bona fide samples arise, which are not provided for in these 
regulations, such samples may be admitted free of duty with the 
sanction of the Comptroller of Customs. 


‘STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


The following particulars of the trade of Singapore and Penang 
with the Siamese Malay States for the year 


Mn — 1900, as compared with previous years, have 
wa ele Y been received at the Board of Trade, through 


the Officer administering the Government at 
Singapore :— 


| 
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I.—Imports into Singapore. 


From— 1896. | 1897. 1898. 1899. 1900. 
£ £ £ £ £ 

Patani ... ... «| 15,000 | 26,000 | 34,000 | 45,000 | 38,000 
Kelantan wwe} 45,000 | 63,000 | 67,000 | 65,000 | 76,000 
Singora ... ...  .../ 28,000 | 37,000 | 44,000 | 60,000 | 52,000 
Tringgaru=Ssi«wws~—ws..|_-—«- 72,000 | 81,000 | 77,000 | 92,000 | 97,000 
Siamese West Coast, &c.*] 17,000 | 29,000 | 40,000 | 39,000 | 56,000 
Total ... £| 176,000 | 236,000 | 262,000 | 301,000 | 319,000 


II.—Exports from Singapore. 


To 1896, 1897. 1898. 1899. 1900. 
£ £ £ £ 

Patani ... ...  ...| 21,000 | 29,000 | 33,000 | 33,000 | 24,000 
Kelantan ae} 89,000 | 44,600 | 30,000 | 87,000 | 52,000 
Singora... ... 30,000 | 40,000 | 33,000-| 37,000 | 43,000 
Tringgaru 47,000 | 47,000 | 55,000 | 51,000 | 69,000 
Siamese West Coast* ...| 17,000 | 17,000 | 33,000 | 30,000 | 42,000 

Total ... £| 154,000 177,000 | 184,000 | 188,000 | 280,000 


a Straits dollar has been converted into currency at an average rate 
at Includes also Siamese territory on the east coast of the Peninsula, north of 
Singora. 

The statistics received also show the value of the trade of Penang 
with the Siamese Malay States, on the west coast of the Peninsula. 
The resident Councillor at Penang in a minute attached to the 
statistics, on which the subjoined table is based, states that 
practically the whole trade of the Western States of the Siamese 
Peninsula is with Penang in the first instance, imports and 
exports to and from other countries being re-exported from 
Penang. The principal trade is done by two small steamers that 
run regularly between Penang and Siamese ports, and some sailing 
craft that also carry cargo. 


III.—Trade of Penang with Western Siamese Ports, including Kedah. 


Years. Imports. Exports. 
1897 310,000 180,000 
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FRANCE-—DAHOMEY. 


The “ Dépéche Coloniale” of the 26th ult. publishes some official 
statistics of the trade of the French Colony of 


Dahomey for the first quarter of 1901, as 
1901 compared with a similar period of 1900, show- 
: ing a considerable decrease in both the import 
and export figures :— 
Trade of Dahomey. 
Three Months ended 31st March. 
1900. 1901. 
145,000 128,000 
FRANCE—REUNION. 


The following particulars of the trade of the French colony of 

Réunion in 1900 as compared with previous 

Trade in 1900. _years are taken from official statistics quoted in 
the ‘‘ Dépéche Coloniale ” of-the 4th inst. :— 


I—Imports into Réunion. 


From French | From Forei wn 
Years. From France. Total, 
£ & 
1896 bce ‘an 473,000 54,000 349,000 876,000 
1897 kos ih 428,000 174,000 264,000 866,000 
1898 367,000. 109,000 315,000 791,000 
1899 515,000 118,000 205,000 838,000 
1900 ne ‘sd 548,000 110,000 223,000 881,000 


II—Exports from Réunion. 


Years, Total Value. 
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The details of the destination of the exports are not so complete 
as those of the origin of the imports, but it is stated that by far 
the greater part of the exports goes to France. In 1900 the value 
of the exports’ of the ‘principal products to France and other 


countries was as follows :— 


To other 
To France. | Total. 
£ | £ 
Sugar 396,000 9,000 || 405,000 
Tapioca and similar products... 62,000 - 62,000 
Run... 8,000 21,000 29,000 


The principal articles of import (in the order of their importance 
in 190V) are stated to be rice, alcoholic beverages, piece-goods, 
lard, and articles of food generally. ; 


PORTUGAL. 


‘H.M. Consul at Lisbon, in his recent report, states that when com- 
menting on the trade conditions of Portugal it 
Trade Conditions. should always be borne in mind that that 

country is small and barely has a population of 
5,000,000 inhabitants, of whom at least 70 per cent. are non- 
consumers of any kind of foreign or imported industrial products, It 
should also be remembered in this connection that prohibitive 
tariffs and a financial crisis of many years’ standing have had, 
during the past ten years, an adverse effect on trade generally. 
Furthermore, Portugal is an old market, and its possibilities have 
been thoroughly worked and explored by foreign traders and their 
constituents. In these circumstances there is but a limited 
margin in Portugal proper for any expansion of trade on a large 
scale. The import and export trade is already in the hands of 
long-established firms, and openings for new agencies do not offer 
lucrative inducements. However, notwithstanding these adverse 
conditions, the financial position of Portugal has improved during 
the last few years, and its foreign and home trade has increased in 
volume and value, thanks to the large income the country is now 
deriving from the valuable production of its West African 
Colonies. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,635.) 


| 
| — | 

| 
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SPAIN. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 17th inst. contains a Decree sali 
heed ats that the concession for the railway from Estella 
atte to Vitoria and Durango, with a branch from 
Co waited Arroniz to Lerin, granted to the Anglo-Vasco- 
— Navarro Railway Company, Limited, has lapsed. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 18th inst. contains Royal Orders 

authorising the purchase by direct negotiation 

of 11, 500° of gun-cotton the 

— Rheinisch Sprengtoff Actien Geselchaft, and 

8,700 kilogs. acetic ether from the Chemische Fabrik auf Actien 

vorm E. Schering, for the use of the powder factory of Granada, 

and of a number of machines connected with the making of quick- 

firing field guns from Messrs. Pratt and Whitney, of Hartford, 
United States of America, for the Artillery Factory of Trubia. 


The ‘“ Gazettes” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SERVIA. 


A despatch, dated 8th inst., has been received at the Foreign Office 
ined from H.M. Chargé d’A ffaires at Belgrade, in which 
eunaien of he states that the attempts to extend Servian 
eevign. Teade trade with foreign countries, alluded to in the 
* article on pp. 6-7 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal” of 4th inst., in connection with a French museum of 
samples, have, it appears, been further developed by the measures 
taken by the Servian Consul at Marseilles, Monsieur Jules Santoni, 
who is stated to have been charged by the two Governments with 
a joint commission to place in direct relations with each other the 
manufacturers and merchants of the two countries. 

According to the ‘ Révue d’Orient,” from which this statement 
is taken, Monsieur Santoni visited between December and Ma 
the principal centres of industry in France, where he had inter- 
views with and obtained satisfactory assurances from the leading 
commercial men. The object of his mission also met with the 
support of the French press. 

The principal objection to his scheme was that, having already 
had some unsatisfactory experience in dealing with merchants in 
Eastern Europe, more especially in Roumania, French manufac- 
turers did not wish to expose themselves to further disappointments. 

Monsieur Santoni explained that Servian commerce must not be 
held responsible for what happened elsewhere, and defied them to 


“240 ‘THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [July 25, 1901. 


Miscellaneous. 


give an instance in which a French house had been dishonestly 
dealt with in Servia, adding that the commercial honesty of the 
Servians was well-known both in Austria-Hungary and in 
Germany. 

Since his arrival in Belgrade Monsieur Santoni has been engaged 
-in studying the natural resources of the country, and in pointing 
out the advantages which Servia would derive from a development 
of commercial relations with France. 

In a lecture before the Belgrade Chamber of Commerce, he 
dwelt on the excellence and durability of French goods, pointing 
out that although there might be some commercial houses in 
France which do not wish to extend their business, there are others 
which ask for nothing better than to find another outlet for their 
goods. He further added that by means of the Servian Consulate 
at Marseillés, Servian merchants would always be able to find a 
market for their own products, or to buy those of France. 

Monsieur Santoni was received by the King, who expressed 
great interest in his undertaking, and asked to be kept informed 
as to its progress. He has also met with encouragement from the 
Government, who have given him every facility for carrying out 
the object of his mission. 

It remains to be seen whether the Servian peasants will fully 
realise the advantages which have been placed before them, or 
whether the schemes for making Servia less dependent than 
hitherto upon Austria-Hungary in commercial matters will be 
succefsful. 


TRIPOLI. 


The British Vice-Consul at Tripoli, in his recent report on the 
trade of Tripoli during the year 1900, states 

Trade in 1900. that although the total value of both exports 
and imports has increased, the year has been 

bad for trade, the depression and stagnation of the two 
previous years, with perhaps one or two exceptions, having 
not only continued but become more accentuated. The losses 
sustained by the agricultural class through three successive 
years of deficient and bad harvests, coupled with oppressive 
taxation, have not only greatly impoverished the rural population, 
but have been indirectly felt by the inhabitants of the towns, so 
that the purchasing power of the natives generally has been much 
reduced. Persons who are intimately acquainted with the country 
even assert that for a great number of years the condition of the 
people has not been so poor, and, unfortunately, so far as present 
circumstances permit of judging, there seems to be little prospect 
of amelioration in the immediate future. The few who have 
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benefited by this state of matters are the importers of breadstuffs 
who ordered largely during the latter half of the year, and still 
hope to make great profits through the cereal crops not coming up to 
the mark in 1901. Want of capital and the absence of credit have 
been a source of difficulty to the minor merchants and traders, 
whose business transactions with wholesale houses in Europe have 
been much curtailed, and whose small orders, as a rule, could not 
be executed. The general tendency has been for business to 
pass more and more into the hands of a few large firms of long 
standing and good reputation, and to leave the numerous and 
less wealthy houses empty-handed. Under these circumstances it 
is satisfactory to note that trade with the United Kingdom has 
not been impaired ; on the contrary, it has increased outwards and 
inwards both in value and volume, and continues far ahead of that 
with other countries. Since British trade was firmly established 
-in Tripoli many years ago it has held its own against all 
competitors, and although deprived of the facilities enjoyed by that 
of some less distant countries, has not receded, but slowly and 
surely advanced. 

The value of the imports into Tripoli in 1900 amounted to 
499,5001., as compared with 384,900/. in 1899. Of the total value, 
128,000/. is given as the value of flour imported, as against 43,000/. 
in 1899. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,634.) 


VENEZUELA. 


The French Vice-Consul at La Guayra in the course of a report to 
Trade of his Government stated that in the year 1900, 
La Gua: 205 vessels, carrying 40,106,374 kilogs. of 
™ merchandise, entered the port of La Guayra. 
The imports were from the following countries, the figures 
representing the weight in kilogs.: United States, 19,560,477 ; 
Great Britain, 9,813,208; Germany, 5,781,252; Spain, 1,389,976 ; 
Holland, 1,549,030; France, 1,389,405 ; Italy, 619,610 ; Colombia, 
3,020; Denmark, 198; and Belgium, 198. The merchandise 
imported consisted principally of lumber, cement, coals, oils, 
machinery, railway material, petroleum, hardware, wines and 
liquors. The importation of some indispensable materials, such as 
lumber, coal, and petroleum, increased ; on the contrary the articles 
not of prime necéssity, such as hardware, wines, and liquors, show 
decreases in the amounts imported. The exports for the year 1900, 
taken as a whole, showed a considerable increase. This was 
almost all due, however, to the amount of coffee shipped abroad. 
The principal exports from La Guayra in 1900 were coffee, cacao 
and hides. 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 4 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 29 Weeks ended 18th July, 1901. 


Week ended 29 Weeks ended 
—— 18th July, 18th July, 
901, 1901. 
_IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
American ... =e 9,457 1,598,651 
I 
i Miscellaneous ... 186 33,791 
} 
15,479 1,921,138 
| Exports. 
4 (Bales.) 
No. No. 
Egyptian ... ove 2,990 34,756 
Miscellaneous ... one ove 3,482 
9,269 177,983 


} 
| 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
20th July, 1901, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


so Quantities Sold. Average Price. 


Qrs. Bus. 8. d. 
Barley ove ooo ow 88 6 us 2B 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1897 to 1900 :— 


| 
Quantities Sold. | Average Price. 
Corre- 
| 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. | Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 
Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus.| Bus. s. 8. 
1897 33,355 7 703 1,731 5 28 18 10 18 11 
1898 .-| 10,882 4 3435 2,888 1 38 1 2 0 | 2010 
1899 | 46,159 1 168 7 4,866 7 | 25 5 21 10 18 0 
1900 —....| 26,716 7’ 767 6 | 3,771 2 | 29 0 | 23 8 | 19 3 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial b pe pow for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bush 


of oats. 


| 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdon. 

Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce ionpprted into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
20th July, 1901, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. _ 


Week ended Oorrespond- 
20th July, ing week 
1901. in 1900. 
and cal Number 8,472 10,219 
xen cows, a um 7 
Fresh meat 
Cwts. 98,520 62,968 
alted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon eve ove ove ove Cwts. 114,175 110,599 
Beef 4,4 4,876 
Meat, unc: um rated, salted or fresh ... 10,593 7,142 
eat, otherwise thanby salting 8,579 6,668 
Dairy produce and substi 
Butter ese eve Cwts. 90,467 57,570 
in cans or ee 
preserved, other kinds* 13 
Poultry ose Value £ 1,881 2,509 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) Oe ge Cwts, 9,777 1,447 
27,204 83 358 
flour :— 
Wheat” ove Cwts. 1,352,600 804,400 
Wheat-meal and flour ... ... 79,300 411,909 
196,500 102,50 
Oats eee eee eee eee ” 638,800 57 9,900 
orIndiancorn «. 1,842,000 1,283,100 
Fruit, raw :— 
‘Apples... Cwts, 13,320 9,682 
Apricots and peaches... 3,452 1,837 
Bananas ... Bunches. 41,226 29,001 
Cherries ... eee eee Cwta. 13,863 18,596 
ove eco ove oo 847 
Strawberries ” 694 1,016 
Ui oon eee eee ” 82,573 20,480 
be ooo ooo Cwts, 683 1,102 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions... one Bushels. 129,841 90,076 
Potatocs Cwts, 90 B66 82,586 
Valine £ 7,685 12,615 
aos ooo ts. 1,117 
Preserved by cavningt ... ...  ... 4.526 


* In 1900 these were not shown separately. 
t Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1901. 


i 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of June, 1901, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 844.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Baward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900, in two Volumes, may 
be purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. for the first, and 4s. for the 
second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated above. 
This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives, in the first volume, Abstract Tables for the years 
1896-1900, and detailed statement of imports and exports of each 
article (from and to each country), and in the second volume. 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of T'rade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th inst. 
contains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in 
June: The Census of 1901: Recent Changes in Agricultural 
Wages: Legal Cases affecting Labour, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a list of recently issued Consular Reports of the 
Annual Series, and among the interesting subjects dealt with in 
them respectively may be mentioned those which are given after 
the names of the several reports : 


No. 2,651. District of Barcelona, 1900. 

The effect of the loss of the Spanish Colonies upon the industries 
of Barcelona: “the phenomenal falling off in the number of 
British vessels entering Barcelona, the reason apparently being 
that British owners are rapidly selling off their smaller vessels 
which are bought up by Spain, Sweden, and Norway, Germany, 
&c., and replacing them by vessels unsuited to the fruit trade of 
this part of the Mediterranean” (this subject is also dealt with 
under the heading of Valencia, Burriana, Majon, Gandia, Alicante, 
and Denia) ; the coal trade and the increasing supply of Span‘sh 
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coal, also some imports from the United States ; the proposed free 
port at Barcelona (see “Board of Trade Journal” of 16th May 
last, p. 362 et seq.); the absence of French demand for common 
Valencia wines, causing a large proportion of the crop to be sold to 
distillers at ruinous prices ; the arrival of sundry cargoes of timber 
from the United States of America at Alicante, whereas previously all 
timber came to that port from the north of Europe; the 
demoralisation in the raisin trade at Denia, &c. 

No. 2,652. Chefoo. 1900. 

The effect of the Boxer outbreak on trade reducing foreign 
imports by some 270,000/.; cotton goods; the coal trade, showing 
imports of foreign to have been 20,000 tons Cardiff, and 30,000 


’ tons Japanese, whilst the imports of native Kaiping coal of which 


30,000 tons were imported in 1899 only amounted to 10,500 tons ; 
transit passes and inland waters navigation, ‘the bulk of this 
latter being under the Japanese flag ;” railways, &c. 

No. 2,653. Island of Pemba. 1900. 

Mortgages of land; agricultural possibilities, with suggestions 
as to the development of natural resources; buying combine of 
local Indian merchants, &c., also a report on openings for British 
trade in Pemba, which is given in full at pp. 205-9 of this number 
of the ‘“‘ Board of Trade Journal.” 

No. 2,654. Quilimane. 1900. 

The decline of trade; lines of steamers calling ; prospect that, 
unless the railway to Chiromo be made, the port will in a short 
time become like Sofala and Chiloane—merely a small collection of 
Indian and native sub-trading stations. 

No. 2,655. Wenchow. 1900. 

Non-progressive character of the place; heavy likin; British 
share of trade. 


No. 2656. Dutch Guiana. 1900. 

Deficient labour supply and drought; visit of geologists and 
botanists to the Upper Nickerie and Coppename rivers, whose 
report had not been published when the Vice-Consul at Nickerie 
wrote. 

No. 2,657. Erzeroum and District. 1900. 

Attempt to utilise coal deposits; routes to Van and proposed 
steamers on the lake; sericulture at Diarbekir; improvement in 
trade at Diarbekir, although its condition is still far from the 
prosperity attained previous to the troubles of 1895. 

No 2,658. Wuchow. 1900. 

Advance in value of foreign goods, trade with Kweihin, the 
ge capital and Nanning, in chemists’ sundries, &c., transit 
trade. 
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RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with 
Foreign Countries and British Possessions in 1900, compared with 
the four preceding years. Volume II, Abstract and Detailed 
Tables of Trad2 with each Country and at each Port. [Cd. 664.] 
Price 4s. 


See General Notice on p. 245. 


Coal Tables. Statement showing the Production, Consumption, 
and Export of Coal in the Principal Countries of the World in each 
year from 1883 to 1899. [Cd. 213/1901.] Price 7d. 

This is the seventh number of the Annual Statement which has 
been prepared by the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade, showing the production and consump- 
tion of coal, and the number of persons employed in coal produc- 
tion in the principal countries of the world. © 

The statistics given in previous numbers of these tables have 
been continued in the present issue to the end of the year 1899, 
that year being the latest for which, as a general rule, it has been 
practicable to obtain definite information. Many of the tables 
annexed to the report include figures for 1900, but these are in 
most cases provisional figures and subject to rectification. 

Tables are also given in the return showing the amount of 
lignite produced in each country, the information being in all cases 
kept apart, as far as possible, from the returns of coal proper. 

The return also comprises tables showing the production of, and 
trade in petroleum in Russia and the United States for a series of 
years. 

Railway Accidents. [Cd. 657.] Price 1s. 44d. 

This is a Return giving particulars as to the accidents and 
casualties reported to the Board of Trade by the several railway 
companies in the United Kingdom during the year ending 
31st December, 1900, in pursuance of the Regulation of Railways 
Act (1871), together with reports of the inspecting officers and 
sub-inspectors of the Railway Department to the Board of Trade 
upon certain accidents which were inquired into. 

‘The return shows that accidents to trains, rolling-stock, perma- 
nent way, &c., caused the death of 42 persons and injury to 1,049 
persons in 1900, as compared with 34 and 891, respectively, in 
1899. Accidents to persons from causes other than accidents to 
trains, rolling-stock, permanent way, &c., including accidents from 
their own want of caution or misconduct caused the death of 649 
persons and injury to 1,899. 

The total number of personal accidents from all causes reported 
to the Board of Trade by the several railway companies in 1900, 
amounts to 1,325 persons killed and 19,572 injured. 
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since Ist Janua 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
Tue following Reports of the Annual Series, which have been issued 
frem H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the undermentioned 


pottiswoode, East Ha ing Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


1901, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & 


No. | Place. | Price, 2 
2544 Tainan (South Formosa) ios 2d. 
2545 — Coast Protectorate oid 2d. 
2546 Mexi 24d. 
2547 a 899) Supplement 3d. 
2548 Russia—Agriculture of the aaa District, 1900 1d. 
2549 Egypt (1899 and half of 1900) - 23d. 
2550 Southern Italy (1900) . ii Sea ‘ 14d. 
2551 y, Estimates for 1901... wale 
2552 Bosnia and Herzegovina (1899) ... oe sop] Mie 
2553 Servia (1899 and 1900) ... 14d. 
2554 Ionian Islands 14d. 
2555 Angola (1899) .. eye ose 14d. 
2556 Yucatan (1900) id. 
2557 Trade, &c., of Thessaly (1900) ose vee 1}d, 
2558 | New Orleans 900). bet be 2d. 
2559 Italy, Finances for 1d. ° 
2560 Spain (1899) ... 23d. 
2561 Samoa (1900) . wee ese 4d. 
2562 Havre (1900) ove 3d. 
2563 Ancona (1900) .. 1d. 
2564 Hiogo and Osaka. 13d. 
2565 Hungary, Financial Condition = 2d. 
2566 | Chicago (1900)... es i 34d. 
2567 Coquimbo (1899) ose hd. 
2568 | German Hast Africa (1900) _-“ ons 3d. 
2559 La Rochelle (1900) eve 1}d. 
2570 | Baltimore (1900) od. { 
2571 Texas (1900) ... aes 2hd 
2572 Charleston (1900) 13d. 
2573 The Morea (1900) 13d. 
2574 Pomerania (1900) 3hd. 
2575 Switzerland (1900) 1d. 
2576 | Chemnitz (1900) 6d. 
2577 Amsterdam (1900) 1d. 
2578 Poland and Lithuania (1900) 4d. 
2579 Netherlands (1900) _—.... 2d. 

Para (1900)... 34d. 

2581 New York 23d. 
2582 Calais (1900) . 
2583 | Trieste (1900) ... lid. 
2584 Palestine (1900) 14d, 
2585 Nicaragua (1900) ld. 
2586 Corunna (1900) 2d. 
2587 -| Aleppo (1900) ... 14d. 
2588 | Trebizond (1900) 2hd. 
2589 Faroe Islands (1900) 1d. 
2590 Stockholm (1900) 3d. 
2691 Pernambuco (1900) 2d. 
2592 Cadiz (1900) ... 2hd. 
2593 Ghent (1900) ... ld. 
2594 Curagoa (1900) 2d. 
2595. | Japan (1900) 24d. 
2596 Brest (1900) ld. 
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No, Place. | Price. 
2600 Nice (1900) _... oes { 
2605 Canary Islands (2900) .. 
2611 Yokohama (1900) veo wor 13 
2612 Bordeaux (1900) oss aes 3d. 
2615 | Buenos Ayres (1900) ... | 2d. 
2616 Italy (1900) ... ove ove ove 
2619 Ichang (1900)... abs ove 3d. 
2620 Swatow (1900) owe 1d. 
2621 Philadelphia (1900) __..... ons 
2622 Baden (1900) ... 1d. 
2624 Corsica (1900) .. 1d 
2625 Pondicherry and Karikal (1900). ie 
ay 2626 | New Caledonia (1900) ... | 
2627 Beira (1900) ... ive 
2629 | Ningpo (1900)... we 
2631 | Persian Gulf (1900)... 
26382 Dar-al-Baida ose 14d. 
2633 Ciudad Bolivar (1900) . 
2639 Peru (1900)... sae 
2640 Denmark (1900) ane 4d. 
2646 Newchwang (1900) ove eos 
2647 Porto Rico (1900) we 
2648 Resht (1900) ... 4d. 
2649 France (Finances in 1901) ose win 
2650 ove ove le. Td. 
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No. Place. | Price. 


2653 Pemba (1900) .. 
2654 Quilimane (1900) 


ove eee eee cee 
2655 Wenchow (1900) ons ose] 
2656 Dutch Guiana (1900) ose], 
2657 Erzeroum (1900) 1d. 
2658 | Wuchow (1900) | 1d. 
2659 Norway (1900)... | Bed, 
2660 Barranquilla (1900) | Se. 
2661 Costa Rica (1900) 
2662 Beirut and Coast of Syria (1900)... we] 
2663 Réunion (1900) 


Miscellaneous Series. 
The following Report from H.M. Representatives abroad on subjects of 


general and commercial interest has also been issued since 1st January, 


1901, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No Price, 
546 France.—Preparation of French Plums ... 
547 Brazil.—Report on the State of Maranhav 
548 United States.—Beet Sugar Industry ee 
549 Germany.—Colonial Estimates for 1901 ... ove ood] ie 
550 United States.—Zinc Industry ... 3d. 
551 Africa.—Veterinary Work in British East Africa and Uganda 

Protectorates (1898—1900) ... 4d. 
552 France—Production of Normandy Cider .. 
553 Germany.—German Iron Trade in 1899 and 1900 .., 26d. 
554 Austria-Hungary.—Sugar Industry of Bohemia ... ¥e 4d. 
555 Russia—Mineral and Metallurgical Industrics 24d. 
556 United Sates. — on the Cement Industry of ‘the United 

States 4d, 
557 Egypt. —Report on British Trade with Egypt (18951900) .. 2d. 
558 Brazil,— Financial and Economic Situation ld. 
559 Germany.—Vine Culture and Wine Trade (1898 — 1900) oe ld. 
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Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned source’ :— 


No. Price. 


1 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Germany 
relative to China 4d. 

2 Convention between the United Kingdom and Japan for the 
protection of the estates of deceased persons e 4d. 


3 Accession of the Kingdom of Sweden to the Venice Sanitary 
Convention of 19th March, 1897, and to the Declaration 
additional thereto 4d, 
4 Agreement, additional, to the Convention between the ‘United 
Kingdom and France of 8th December, 1882, relative to 


the exchange of Telegraph Money Orders 1“ ld. 

5 Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 

e & States of America for the mutual extradition of re 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since | 
1st January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, / 
| = East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 

No Place. Price. 
313 Basutoland... ove one «| 33d, 
314 Hong Kong... ose ove Gd. 
317 Jamaica one eve 45d. 
318 British Guiana ene «| 
321 Lagos eee oe . ee 2d. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH | 
OF THE a 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- @ 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, | 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was 4 gr to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the. duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries o1 compara y matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. :! 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
ooser the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 

epartments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz.:—Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Ewcise and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; Trading Licenses; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and. Colonial Bounties; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., ke. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
omeesyes to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 23d. 
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